DISSERTATION 


ON THE 

ELEUS1NIAN and BACCHIC' 

MYSTERIES. 


Ev Tcctg TEAETAIE xa9ccg<reig ijyouvTat 
xcu irspippuvTijpicc, Tcai uyvurfioi, a rcav & 
wiroppyproiq Spcopievw, Kott rrjg tov Qetov 
j uiTovrtug yvfjt,va<rfAocTct si<nv. 

Procli MS. Com. in Plat. AlclS. 1. 


AMSTERDAM : 

PRINTED FOR, AND SOLD BY, J. WEITSTEIN. 

) 

n U )' 

, 1 \ ■ 


Digitized by L,ooQle 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


As there is nothing more celebrated 
than the myfteries of the antients, fo 
there is perhaps nothing which has 
hitherto been lefs folidly known. Of 
the truth of this obfervation, the libe¬ 
ral reader will, I perfuade myfelf, be 
fully convinced, from an attentive pe- 
rufal of the following Iheets; in which 
the fecret meaning of the Eleufinian 
and Bacchic Myfteries is unfolded, 
from authority the moft refpedtable, 
and from a philofophy of all others 
the moft venerable and auguft. The 
authority, indeed, is principally de¬ 
rived from manufcript writings, which 
are of courfe in the pofleflion of but 
a few; but its refpe&ability is no 
more leffened by its concealment, than 
the value of a diamond when fecluded 
from the light. And as to the philo. 
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fophy, by whofe affiftance thefe mys¬ 
teries are developed, it is coeval with 
the univerfe itfelf; and however its 
continuity may be broken by oppofing 
lyftems, it will make its appearance at 
different periods of time, as long as 
the fun himfelf (hall continue to illu¬ 
minate the world. It has, indeed, and 
may hereafter, be violently affaulted 
by delufive opinions; but the oppo- 
lition will be juft as imbecil as that of 
the waves of the fea againft a temple 
built on a rock, which majeftically 
pours them back, 

Broken and vanquilh’d foaming to the main. 
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A 

DISSERTATION, 

&c. &c. 


SECTION I. 

Dr . WARBURTON, in his Divine 
Legation of Mofes, has ingenioufly 
proved, that the fixth book of Virgil’s 
^Eneid reprefents fome of the Ihews 
of the Eleufinian Myfteries; but, at 
the lame time, has miferably failed in 
attempting to unfold their latent mean¬ 
ing, and obfcure, though important, 
end. By the affiftance, however, of 
the Platonic philofophy, I have been 
enabled to correct his errors, and to 
vindicate the wifdom of antiquity from 
his malevolent and ignorant afperfions, 
by a genuine account of this fublime 
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inftitution; of which the following 
obfervations are defigned as a compre- 
henfive view. 

In the firft place, then, I {hall pre- 
fent the reader with two remarkable 
authorities, and thefe perfe&ly demon- 
ftrative, in fupport of the aflertion, 
that a part of the {hews confifted in a 
reprefentation of the infernal regions; 
authorities which, though of the laft 
confequence, were unknown to Dr. 
Warburton himfelf. The firft of thefe 
is from no lefs a perfon than the im¬ 
mortal Pindar, in a fragment preferved 
by Clemens Alexandrinus in Stromat. 

lib. 3. “ uWa. xxi Ihvixpoe irtfi tuv tv 
“ EA ev<rm fjLvgrjpiuv Xtyuv tmQtpti. OA- 
** o$tf t$uv tKstvot koivx tiq uiroxfiovta, 

“ oiitv puv Giov TiXtvjxv, oiStv St itog Sojov 
** apxav i. e. “ But Pindar, {peak- 
“ ing of the Eleufinian Myfteries, 
“ lays, Blefted is he who, on feeing 
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thofe common concerns under the earth , 
“ knows both the end of life and the 
“ given empire of Jupiter.” The 
other of thefe is from Proclus in 
his Commentary on Plato’s Politics, 
p. 372, who, fpeaking concerning the 
fecerdotal and fymbolical mythology, 
oblerves, that from this mythology 
Plato himfelf eftablifhes many of his 
own peculiar dogmata, “ fince in the 
“ Phaedo he venerates, with a becom- 
M ing lilence, the aflertion delivered 
“ in the arcane difcourfes, that men 
** are placed in body as in a certain 
“ prifon, fecured by a guard, and tef- 
“ tifies, according to the myfiic ceremo- 
“ nies, the different allotments of pure 

and impure fouls in Hades , their ha~ 
“ bits, and the triple path arifing from 
“ their ejfences; and this according to 
“ paternal and facred inf stations ; all 
“ which are full of a Jymbolical theory, 
“ and of the poetical defcriptions con - 
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“ cerning the afcent and defcent of fouls, 
“ of dyonifiacalfigns, the punifoments of 
“ the 'Titans, the trivia and wanderings 
“ in Hades , and every thing of a fimi - 
“ lar kind?' —“ AyXot Se 6V (pUlSccVl TOP 
i€ 7e sv umpprijoig Xsyofjtevov, tag evjm (ppov - 
44 pa, tcrfJLtv oi avSptoTroi, <riyyf 7y 7rp67rov<rfi 
44 (reGuv, k, fag reXeJug (lege xj jccc]a']ug 
44 7e\6]u ) pcupjvpoptevog 7*)P SiuQopoop Xyfcecop 
44 !p u XV£ xsxuSupptePijg 7e k, uxa§up]ov 
44 tig ulov u7riov<njg , xj 7<*$7 e <rx 6(rei S alJ > 

44 7ocg 7piofovg utto tuv cvcriuv ^ tup (lege 

44 XOcju TUP) TTCtipiKUV §t<rfJLUv TtXflUlpO- 

44 fjL&vog. u $7} 7% (rupc^oXixrjg u7ruv\u 9 tea- 
44 piug tgi ptegu, x^ tup 7rupu 7oig iroiyluig 
4 4 SpvXXovfJLSvcdV uvoSup 7& x? kuSoSup, reap 
44 7 s SlOPViTlUXUP (TUvS/fAUTUP, xj tup titu - 
44 VIKUP UptUpJfJfZUTUP XsjOfJUVOOVy x) 7<*p 
44 tv uSou Tpiofiuv, Ttf 7*1$ TfXuvnjg, xj reap 

44 TOIOUTUP U7TUpjuv” 

Having premifed thus much, I now 
proceed to prove that the (hews of the 
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lefler myfteries were defigned by the 
antient theologifts, their founders, to 
lignify occultly the condition of the 
impure loul inverted with a terrene 
body, and merged in a material nature: 
or, in other words, to fignify that 
fuch a foul in the prefent life might 
be faid to die, as far as it is poffible 
for foul to die; and that on the diflo- 
lution of the prefent body, while in a 
ftate of impurity, it would experience 
a death ftill more durable and pro¬ 
found. That the foul, indeed, till 
purified by philofophy, fuffers death 
through its union with body, was ob¬ 
vious to the philologift Macrobius, 
who, not penetrating the fecret' depth 
of the antients, concluded from hence 
that they fignified nothing more than 
the prefent body, by their defcriptions 
of the infernal abodes. But this is 
manifeftly abfurd; fince it is univer- 
fally agreed, that all the antient theo- 
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logical poets and philofophers incul¬ 
cated the doCtrine of a future ftate of 
rewards and punifliments in the moil 
full and decifive terms; at the lame 
time occultly intimating that the death 
of the foul was nothing more than a 
profound union with the ruinous bonds 
of the body. Indeed if thefe wife 
men believed in a future ftate of retri¬ 
bution, and at the fame time confi- 
dered a connection with body as the 
death of the foul, it neceflarily fol¬ 
lows, that the foul’s puniftiment and 
fubiiftence hereafter is nothing more 
than a continuation of its ftate at pre- 
fent, and a tranfmigration, as it were, 
from fleep to fleep, and from dream 
to dream. But let us attend to the 
aflertions of thefe divine men concern¬ 
ing the foul’s conjunction with a ma¬ 
terial nature. And to begin with 
the obfcure and profound Heraclitus, 
fpeaking of fouls unembodied: “ We 
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M live,” fays he, “ their death, and 
“ we die their life.” Zw/tt ev tov exeivuv 
Sacvccjov, re$viixctfiev Si tov exeivuv Gtov. 
And Empedocles, blaming generation, 
beautifully fays of her: 

The fpecies changing with deftrudlion dread. 

She makes the Irving pafs into the dead . 

E* fin yap fyvv itiSii nxpa f tdt *{it&un 


And again, lamenting his connexion 
with this corporeal world, he patheti¬ 
cally exclaims; 

For this I weep, for this indulge my woe, 

That e'er my foul fuch novel realms (hould know. 

Khavrx ts Kf KuxvaUf da* aovrr$t a p^wpor. 


Plato, too, it is well known, confix 
dered the body as the fepulchre of the 
foul; and in the Cratylus confents 
with the do£trine of Orpheus, that 
the foul is punifhed through its union 
with body. This was likewife the 
opinion of the celebrated Pythagorean, 
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Philolaus, as is evident from the fol¬ 
lowing remarkable paffage in the Do¬ 
ric dialed!, preferved by Clemens Alex- 
andrinus in ^Stromat. lib. 3. p. 413. 
“ Mxplvpeov]» t St x, 01 wciXmoi SeoXoyot 
“ re fjcavjui, ug Jta 'jivug Tipt.uptug, cc 
“ 4 >li X‘ x t V <rapiu]i cr\)ve£eux]cti, k, KaSocirep 
“ tv (TUpLOCTl TOVTU Tt^OnfjoU.” U C. “ The 

“ antient theologifts and priefts alfo 
“ teftify, that the foul is united with 
“ body for the fake of fuffering pu- 
“ nifhment; and that it is buried in 
“ body as in a fepulchre.” And laft- 
ly, Pythagoras himfelf confirms the 
above fentiments, when he beautifully 
obferves, according to Clemens in the 
fame book, “ that whatever we fee 
“ when awake, is death ; and when 
“ afleep, a dream.” Qa.. ccjog egiv, oxotret 
tyepSevJeg opeopitv’ oxo<rct St evSovjtg, uirvog. 

But that the myfteries occultly fig- 
nified this fublime truth, that the 
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foul by being merged in matter refides 
among the dead both here and here¬ 
after, though it follows by a neceflary 
confequence frbm the preceding ob- 
fervations, yet it is indifputably con¬ 
firmed, by the teftimony of the great 
and truly divine Plotinhs, in Ennead I. 
lib. 8. p. 80. “ When the foul,” fays 
he, “ has defcended into generation 
“ fhe participates of evil, and pro- 
“ foundly rufhes into the region of 
“ diffimilitude, to be entirely merged in 
“ which, is nothing more than to fall 
“ into dark mire” And again, foon af¬ 
ter : “ The foul therefore dies through 
“ vice, as much as it is poffible for 
“ the foul to die: and the death of the 
“ foul is, while merged, or baptized, as 
“ it were, in the prefent body, to de- 
“ fcend into matter, and be filled with 
“ its impurity, and after departing from 
“ this body, to lye abforbed-in its filth 
“ till it returns to a fuperior condition, 
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** and elevates its eye from the over - 
“ whelming mire. For to be plunged 
“ in matter, is to defcend into Hades, 
“ and there fall ajleep Tmfitvu ft 
m (AejetXiityig ecvrou. Ttvnai yap iruv\»iret<riv 

tV TU THIS UV0pi0l6fi]0C T07TU, £&U fv( 6l( 

avrtjv e/f /3 opGopov oxojtivov t$ai %t<ruv.— 

# This paflage doubtlefs alludes to the antient and 
beautiful ftory of Cupid and Pfyche, in which Pfyche 
is faid to fall aileep in Hades; and this through raftily 
attempting to behold corporeal beauty: and the obfer- 
▼ation of Plotinus will enable the profound and con¬ 
templative reader to unfold the greater part of the 
myfteries contained in this elegant fable. But, prior' 
to Plotinus, Plato, in the feventh book of his Repub¬ 
lic, aiferts, that fuch as are unable in the prefent life 
to perceive the idea of the goody will defcend to Hades 
after death, and fall afleep in its dark abodes. Of ** 
fjt.il «%i? <hopica<?Bcu tv Aoy*, atro I 19 akXui wailott 
tu» low ayooBov icha.i 9 Kj ottrmp tr fjt»x? ^ i0$ ***!*>* 
ht$kU9 y jt it xdlec $ofa» akka xtff ovatai WfoBvfjt.ovfjt.t90i ikty- 
X nv f 19 wa.7% 1»wloK awloilt ru koyf hawiptvylat, ovlt ottflo 
% ayaBov ovS'tv (pytrats tifnat T 09 0 vitts i%op Jet, owl* dkXo 
ayotBoi <w$tv, aXk* a wy n^WXow htos t$mwltlmt, $o£yom 
twirv/uj) tfATrlitrBcct ; k, lot ivi Cto9 ontpovokov»la y Kj wir- 
»vr%Aa, 7 rpi 9 1 iBa} f i(t^ytaBat y it; et^ov irpoltpot atptxofjLtvo* 

7*Xf tTtxala&apBanu 5 1. e, “ He who is not able. 
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airoSvtjo'xet ovv 9 tag av Savor xj o S*- 
vujog avTvi, xj ejt ev Tea ereafian fisGairji- 
erptsvij, tv vXrj egi xotjafvvat, x) irXijerSrivou 
auTrjg. x, efciXSovo’ijg exet xeierSat, eeag ava- 
Spa/jLij x) aepeXip treag 7 yv otyiv ex 7 ov J QopGopov. 
Kj tovto eg , i to ev aiou eXSovja e7nxaja 
SupSetv. Here the reader may obferve 
that the obfcure do&rine of the myfte- 
ries mentioned by Plato in the Phaedo, 

“ by the exercife of his reafon, to define the idea of the 
“ good , feparating it from all other objeds, and 
“ piercing, as in a battle, through every kind of 
“ argument; endeavouring to confute, not according 
“ to opinion, but according to eflence, and proceed. 
“ ing through all thefe diale&ical energies with an 
“ unfhaken reafon;—he who cannot accomplilh this, 
“ would you not fay, that he neither knows the good 
“ itfelf, nor any thing which is properly denominated 
“ good ? And would you not aflert, that fuch a one, 
** when he apprehends any certain image of reality, 
“ apprehends it rather through the medium of opinion 
“ than of fcience; that in the prefent life he is funk 
“ in deep, and converfant with the delufions of 
“ dreams; and that before he is roufed to a vigilant 
“ date, he will defcend to Hades, and be overwhelm- 
“ ed with a deep perfectly profound,” 
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that the unpurified foul in a future 
ftate lies merged in mire, is beautifully 
explained; at the fame time that our 
aflertion concerning their fecret mean¬ 
ing is no lefs folidly confirmed. In a 
fimilar manner the fame divine philo- 
fopher, in his book on the beautiful, 
Ennead. i. lib. 6. explains the fable of 
Narciffus as an emblem of one who 
rufhes to the contemplation of fenfible 
forms as if they were perfect realities, 
when at the fame time they are no¬ 
thing more than like beautiful images 
appearing in water, fallacious and vain. 
“ Hence,” fays he, “ as Narciflus, 
“ by catching at the fhadow, merged 
“ himfelf in the ftream and difap- 
“ peared, fo he who is captivated by 
“ beautiful bodies, and does not de- 
“ part from their embrace, is precipi- 
“ tated, not with his body, but with 
“ his foul, into a darknefs profound 
“ and hsrrid to intellect, through 
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“ which, becoming blind both here 
“ and in Hades, he converfes with 
“ nothing but fhadows.” Toy uvtov Sij 
Tpoirov o 6%opievo$ tuv xocXuv (rupixruv, xj 
fty\ atpieig, a tu (rcofian, tv Se 4 JU XV 
Sucre] xi, st$ CKojsivoc, vtj are^Trv 7 u vu 
tv§ct tv tpXog ev aSov pcevuv, svrccu^ct 
xuxei (TKicag cvvegi. And what {till far¬ 
ther confirms our expofition is, that 
matter was confidered by the Egyp¬ 
tians as a certain mire or mud. “ The 
“ Egyptians,” fays Simplicius, in 
Arift. Phyf. p. 50, “ called matter, 
“ (which they fymbolically denomi- 
“ nated water,) the dregs or fedi- 
“ ment of the firft life; matter being, 
“ as it were, a certain mire or mud.” 
A to t£f AiyvTrjioi tijv Tijg TTpujvg v u 

vSup (TvpL&oXiKug skxXovv, 1 / 7 Toga.§y,vv Tr l v 
vXyv sXsyov, otov iXwlivoi ovtrav. So that 
from all that has been faid we may 
fafely conclude with Ficinus, whofe 
words are as exprefs to our purpofe as 
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pofiible. “ Laftly,” fays he, “ that 
“ I may comprehend the opinion of 
“ the antient theologifts, on the ftate 
“ of the foul after death, in a few 
“ words: they confidered, as we have 
“ elfewhere aflerted, things divine as 
“ the only realities, and that all others 
“ were only the images, and (hadows 
“ of truth. Hence they aflerted that 
“ prudent men, who earneftly em- 
“ ployed themfelves in divine con- 
“ cerns, were above all others in a 
“ vigilant ftate. But that imprudent 
“ men, who purfued objeds of a diffe- 
“ rent nature, being laid afleep, as it 
“ were, were only engaged in the 
“ delufions of dreams: and that if 
“ they happened to die in this fleep, 
** before they were roufed, they would 
“ be afflided with fimilar and ftill 
“ fharper vifions in a future ftate. 
“ And that as he who in this life pur- 
“ fued realities, would, after death. 
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“ enjoy the higheft truth, fo he who 
“ was converfant with fallacies, would 
“ hereafter be tormented with falla- 
** cies and delufions in the extreme : 
“ as the one would be delighted with 
true objects of enjoyment, fo the 
“ other would be tormented with de- 
“ lufive femblances of reality.” — 
“ Denique ut prifcorum theologorum 
“ fententiam de ftatu animae poll mor- 
“ tem paucis comprehendam: iola di- 
“ vina (ut alias diximus) arbitrantur 
“ res veras exiftere, reliqua efle rerum 
“ verarum imagines atque umbras. 
“ Ideo prudentes homines, qui divinis 
“ incumbunt, prae ceteris vigilare. 
“ Imprudentes autem qui fedlantur 
“ alia, infomniis omnino quafi dor- 
“ mientes illudi, ac li in hoc fomno 
“ priufquam expergefa6ti fuerint mo- 
“ riantur fimilibus poll difceffum et 
“ acrioribus vifconibus angi. Et ficut 


Digitized by L,ooQle 



[ <6 ] 

“ eum qui in vita veris incubuit, port 
“ mortem fumma veritate potiri, lie 
“ eum qui falfa 'feftatus eft, fallacia 
“ extrema torqueri, ut ille rebus veris 
“ obleftetur, hie falfis vexetur fimu- 
“ lachris.” Ficin. de immortal anim. 
lib. 18, p. 411. 

But notwithftanding this important 
truth was obfeurely ftiewn by the 
lefler myfteries,, we mu ft not fuppofe 
that it was generally known even to 
the initiated themfelves : for as people 
of almoft all deferiptions were admit¬ 
ted to thefe rites, it would have been 
a ridiculous proftitution to difclofe to 
the multitude a theory fo abftrafted 
and fublime. It was fufficient to in- 
ftruft thefe in the doftrine of a future 
ftate of rewards and punishments, and 
in the means of returning to the prin¬ 
ciples from which they originally fell: 
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for this laft piece of information was, 
according to Plato in the Phaedo, the 
ultimate defign of the myfteries; and 
the former is neceflarily inferred from 
the prefent difcourfe. Hence the rea- 
fon why it was obvious to none but 
the Pythagoric and Platonic philofo- 
phers, who derived their theology from 
Orpheus himfelf, the original founder 
of thefe facred inftitutions; and why 
we meet with no information in this 
particular in any writer prior to Plo¬ 
tinus ; as he was the firft who, hav¬ 
ing penetrated the profound wifdom 
of antiquity, delivered it to pofterity 
without the concealments of myftic 
lymbols and fabulous narrations. 

Hence too, I think, we may infer, 
with the greateft probability, that this 
recondite meaning of the myfteries was 
not known even to Virgil himfelf, 
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who has fo elegantly defcribed their 
external form ; for not with (landing 
the traces of Platonifm which are to 
be found in the iEneid, nothing of any 
great depth occurs throughout the 
whole, except what a fuperficial read¬ 
ing of Plato and the (hews of the 
myfteries might eafily afford. But 
this is not perceived by the modems, 
who, entirely unlkilled themfelves in 
Platonifm, and fafcinated by the 
charms of his poetry, imagine him to 
be deeply knowing in a fubjedt with 
which he was mod likely but (lightly 
acquainted. This opinion is (till far¬ 
ther (Irengthened, by confidering that 
the do&rine delivered in his Eclogues 
is perfectly Epicurean, which was the 
fafhionable philofophy of the Auguf- 
tau age ; and that there is no trace of 
Platonifm in any other part of his 
works but the prefent book, which. 
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in confequence of its containing a re- 
prefentation of the myfteries, was ne- 
ceflarily obliged to difplay fome of 
the principal tenets of this philofophy, 
lb far as they illuftrated and made a 
part of thefe myftic exhibitions. How¬ 
ever, on the fuppofition that this book 
prefents us with a faithful view of 
fome part of thefe facred rites, and 
this accompanied with the utmoft ele¬ 
gance, harmony, and purity of veri¬ 
fication, it ought to be confidered as 
an invaluable relic of antiquity, and a 
precious monument of venerable myf- 
ticifm, recondite wifdom, and theo¬ 
logical information. This will be fuf- 
ficiently evident from what has been 
already delivered, by confidering fome 
of the beautiful dcfcriptions of this 
book in their natural order; at the 
fame time that the defcriptions them- 
felves will corroborate the prefent elu¬ 
cidations. 


c 2 
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In the firft place, then, when he 
fays, 


■■ - - facilis defcenfus Avcmo. 

Nodes atque dies patet atra janua diiis : 

Sed revocare gradum, fuperafque evadere ad auras. 
Hoc opus, hie labor eft. Pauci quos asquus araavit 
Jupiter, aut ardens evexit ad aethera virtus, 

Dis geniti potuere. Tenent media omnia lilvae, 
Cocytufque finu labens, circumvenit atro. 

Is It not obvious, from the preceding 
explanation, that by Avernus, in this 
place, and the dark gates of Pluto, we 
muft underftand a corporeal nature, 
the defeent into which is indeed at all 
times obvious and eafy, but to recall 
our fteps, and afeend into the upper 
regions, or, in other words, to fepa- 
rate the foul from body by the cathar¬ 
tic virtues, is indeed a mighty work, 
and a laborious talk ? For a few only, 
the favourites of heaven, that is, born 
with the true philofophic genius, and 
whom ardent virtue has elevated to 
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divine contemplations, have been en¬ 
abled to accomplilh the arduous defign. 
But when he fays that all the middle 
regions are covered with woods, this 
too plainly intimates a material nature; 
the word filva, as is well known, 
being ufed by antient writers to fignify 
matter, and implies nothing more than 
that the paflage leading to the bara¬ 
thrum of body, i. e. into profound 
darknefs and oblivion, is through the 
medium of a material nature: and this 
medium is furrounded by the black 
bofom of Cocytus, that is, by bitter 
weeping and lamentations, the necef- 
fary confequence of the foul’s union 
with a nature entirely foreign to her 
own. So that the poet in this parti¬ 
cular perfectly correfponds with Empe¬ 
docles in the line we have cited above, 
where he exclaims, alluding to this 
union, 
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For this I weep, for this indulge my *u>oe 9 
That e’er my foul fuch novel realms ihould know. 

In the next place, when he thus 
defcribes the cave, through which 
./Eneas defcended to the infernal re¬ 
gions : 

Spclunca alta fuit, vaftoque immanis hiatu, 
Scrupea, tuta lacu nigro, nemorumque tenebris: 
Quam fuper haud ullas poterant impune volantes 
Tendere iter pennis: talis fefe halitus atris 
Faucibus efFundens fupera ad convexa ferebat: 
Unde locum Graii dixerunt nomine Aornum. 


Does it not afford a beautiful reprelen- 
tation of a corporeal nature, of which 
a cave, defended with a black lake, 
and dark woods, is an obvious em¬ 
blem ? For it occultly reminds us of 
the ever-flowing and obfcure condition 
of fuch a nature, which may be faid 

To roll inceifant with impetuous fpeed. 

Like fome dark river, into Matter’s fea. 

Nor is it with lefs propriety denomi- 
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nated Aornus, /. e. deftitute of birds, 
or a winged nature; for on account of 
its native fluggilhnefs and ina&ivity, 
and its merged condition, being fitua- 
ted in the extremity of things, it is 
perfectly debile and languid, incapable 
of afcending into the regions of reality, 
and exchanging its obfcure and degra¬ 
ded flation for one every way fplendid 
and divine. The propriety too of fa- 
crificing, previous to his entrance, to 
Night and Earth, is obvious, as both 
thefe are proper emblems of a corpo¬ 
real nature. 

In the verfes which immediately 
follow, 

Ecce autem, primi fub limina folis et ortus. 

Sub pedibus mugire folum, et juga caepta movere 
Silvarum, vifaque canes ululare per umbram, 
Adventante dca. 

We may perceive an evident allulion 
to the earthquakes, &c, attending the 
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defoent of the foul into body, men* 
tioned by Plato in the tenth book of 
his republic; fince the lapfe of the 
foul, as we fhall fee more fully here¬ 
after, was one of the important truths 
which thefe myfteries were intended 
to reveal. And the howling dogs are 
fymbols of material daemons, who are 
thus denominated by the magic oracles 
of Zoroafter, on account of their fe¬ 
rocious and malevolent difpofitions, 
ever baneful to the felicity of the hu¬ 
man foul. And hence matter herfelf 
is reprefented by Synefius in his firft 
hymn, with great propriety and beau¬ 
ty. as barking at the foul with de¬ 
vouring rage: for thus he fings, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to the Deity: 

M eexeep eg'Jtg CopQp vXtxg 
Tlpotpvyuv vXuyfia, jsJ yxg 
AvetSvg, cchptccji xovtpu 
\yvog eg §eov Ttjeuyei. 
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Which may be thus paraphrafed : 

Bleffed! thrice blefled! who, with winged (peed. 
From Hyle’s dread voracious barking flies. 

And, leaving Earth’s obfcurity behind. 

By a light leap, dire&s his fteps to thee, 

And that material daemons a&ually 
appeared to the initiated previous to 
the lucid vifions of the gods them- 
felves, is evident from the following- 
paflage of Proclus in his MS. Com¬ 
mentary on the firft Alcibiades: tv tcu$ 

ct.yiOTCK.TCK.ig tuv TtXtTuv vpo Ttjg 6eov vet- 
povtrietg Saifiovuv yfioviuv exSoXati vpotpouvov . 
rcti, xcu ctvo tuv ctxpctVTUv atya&uv tig 
tijv v\yv vpatotXovpttvca. i. e. “ In the 
“ moft holy of the myfteries, before 
“ the prefence of the god, the impul- 
“ five forms of certain terreftrial dae- 
“ mons appear, which call the atten- 
“ tion from undefiled advantages to 
“ matter.” And Pletho, on the Ora¬ 
cles, exprefsly aflerts, that thefe fpec- 
fres appeared in the Ihape of dogs. 
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After this, ./Eneas is defcribed as 
proceeding to the infernal regions, 
through profound night and darknefs : 

Ibant obfcuri fola fub node per umbram, 

Perque domos Ditis vacuas, et mania regna. 
Quale per incertam lunam fub luce maligna 
Eft iter in filvis: ubi caelum condidit umbra 
Jupiter, et rebus nox abftulit atra colorem. 

And this with the greateft propriety; 
for the myfteries, as is well known, 
were celebrated by night: and in the 
Republic of Plato, as cited above, fouls 
are defcribed as falling into generation 
at midnight; this period being pecu¬ 
liarly accommodated to the darknefs 
and oblivion of a corporeal nature; 
and to this circumftance the nocturnal 
celebration of the myfteries doubtlefs 
alluded. 

In the next place, the following 
beautiful defeription prefents itfelf ta 
our view ; 
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Veftibulum ante ipfum, primifque in faucibus orci 
Luttus, et ultrices pofuere cubilia curse: 
Pallentefque habitant morbi, triftifque fene&us, 

Et metus, et mala fuada fames, ac turpis egeftas; 
Terribiles vifu formae; Lethumque Laborque: 

Turn confanguineu8 Lethi fopor, et mala mentis 
Gaudia, mortiferumque adverfo in limine bellum, 
Ferreique Eumenidum thalami, et difcordia demens, 
Vipereum crinem vittis innexa cruentis. 

In medio ramos annofaque brachia pandit 
Ulmus opaca ingens: quam fedem fomnia vulgo 
Vana tenere ferunt, foliifque fub omnibus haerent. 
Multaque praeterea variarum monftra ferarum : 
Centauri in foribus ftabulant, Scyllaeque biformes, 
Et centumgeminus Briareus, ac bellua Lernae, 
Horrendum ftridens, flammifque armata Chimxra, 
Gorgones, Harpyiaeque, et forma tricorporis umbrae. 


And furely it is impoflible to draw a 
more lively picture of the maladies 
with which a material nature is con¬ 
nected; of the foul’s dormant condi¬ 
tion through its union with body; 
and of the various mental difeafes to 
which, through fuch a conjunction, 
•it becomes unavoidably fubjeCt; for 
this defcription contains a threefold 
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divifion; reprefenting, in the fir ft 
place, the external evils with which 
this material region is replete; in the 
iecond place, intimating that the life 
of the foul when merged in body is 
nothing but a dream; and, in the 
third place, under the difguife of om¬ 
niform and terrific monfters, exhibit¬ 
ing the various vices of our irrational 
part. Hence Empedocles, in perfect 
conformity with the firft part of this • 
defcription, calls this material abode, 
or the realms of generation,— uT$p7na 
Xppov*, a “ joylefs region” 

** Where flaughter, rage, and countlefs ills refide;” 
Er&a (potoi rt xoloq It ttj aKKotv tQncc xijpun 

and into which thofe who fall. 

Through Ate’s meads and dreadful darknefs ftray.* 1 

- Arm 

— *9* rt Kf orxolo{ 1ik%ffXQVm9i 

i # This suid the other citations from Empedocles 
aje to be found in Hierocles in Aur. Carm. p. 18& 
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And hence he juftly lays of fuch a 
foul, that 

“ She flies from deity and heav’nly light, 

«« To ferve mad difcord in the realms of night.” 

- tyvyon SioSif, Kj aXurus, 

Nfixiii fACt»0(j ur« irtavfoi* ■ — 

Where too you may obferve that the 
difcordia demens of Virgil is an exaft 
tranflation of the vsntei’ ficuvoftsvu of 
Empedocles. 

In the lines too which immediately 
fucceed, the for rows and mournful mi - 
feries attending the foul’s union with 
a material nature, are beautifully de- 
fcribed. 

Hinc via, Tartarei quae fert Acherontis ad undas; 
Turbidus hie caeno vaftaque voragine gurges 
Aeftuat, atque omnem Cocjto eruttat arenara. 

And when Charon calls out to ./Eneas 
to defift from entering any farther, 
and tells him, 
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" Here to refide deluiire (hades delight; 

“ For nought dwells here but deep and drowfy night.” 

Umbrarum hie locus eft, Somni Noftifque foporse. 

Nothing can more aptly exprefs the 
condition of the dark regions of body, 
into which the foul, when defeending, 
meets with nothing but lhadows and 
drowfy night: and by perfifting in 
her ruinous courfe, is at length lulled 
into profound deep, and becomes a 
true inhabitant of the phantom abodes 
of' the dead. 

.iEneas having now pafled over the 
Stygian lake, meets with the three¬ 
headed monfter Cerberus, the guar¬ 
dian of thefe infernal abodes: 

Tandem trans fluvium incolumis vatemque virumque 
Informi limo glaucaque exponit in ulva. 

Cerberus haec ingens latratu regna trifauci 
Perfonat, adverfo recubans immanis in antro. 

Where by Cerberus we muft under- 
ftand the diferiminative part of the 
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foul, of which a dog, on account of 
its fagacity, is an emblem; and the 
three heads lignify the triple diftinc- 
tion of this part, into the intelle&ive, 
cogitative, aud opinionative powers.— 
With refpeft to the three kinds of 
perfons defcribed as fituated on the 
borders of the infernal realms, the 
poet doubtlefs intended by this enu¬ 
meration to reprefent to us the three 
moft remarkable characters, who, 
though not apparently deferving of 
punilhment, are yet each of them 
{imilarly merged in matter, and con- 
fequently require a fimilar degree of 
purification. The perfons defcribed 
are, as is well known, firft, the fouls 
of infants fnatched away by untimely 
ends; fecondly, fuch as are condemn¬ 
ed to death unjuftly; and, thirdly, 
thofe who, weary of their lives, be¬ 
come guilty of fuicide. And with 
refpeCt to the firft of thefe, or infants. 
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their connexion with a material nature 
is obvious. The fecond fort, too, who 
are condemned to death unjuflly, muft 
be fuppofed to reprefent the fouls of 
men who, though innocent of one 
crime for which they were wrongfully 
punifhed, have, notwithftanding, been 
guilty of many crimes, for which they 
are receiving proper chaftifement in 
Hades, /. e. through a profound union 
with a material nature. And the third 
fort, or fuicides, though apparently 
feparated from body, have only ex¬ 
changed one place for another of a 
fimilar nature; fince a conduct of this 
kind, according to the arcana of divine 
philofophy, inftead of feparating the 
foul from body, only reftores it to a 
condition perfectly correfpondent to 
its former inclinations and habits, la¬ 
mentations and woes. But if we ex¬ 
amine this affair more profoundly, we 
fhall find that theie three charadters 
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are juftly placed in the fame fituation, 
becaufe the reafon of punifhment is in 
each equally obfcure. For is it not a 
juft matter of doubt, why the fouls 
of infants fhould be punifhed ? And is 
it not equally dubious and wonderful 
why thole who have been unjuftly 
condemned to death in one period of 
exiftence fhould be punifhed in ano¬ 
ther ? And as to fuicides, Plato in his 
Phaedo fays, that the prohibition of 
this crime in the europpylx is a profound 
doctrine, and not eafy to be under- 
ftood. Indeed the true caufe why the 
two firft of thefe chara&rs are in Ha¬ 
des, can only be obtained from regard¬ 
ing a prior ftate of exiftence, in fur- 
veying which, the latent juftice of 
punifhment will be manifeftly reveal¬ 
ed ; the apparent inconfiftencies in the 
adminiftration of providence fully re¬ 
conciled ; and the doubts concerning 
the wifdom of its proceedings entirely 
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diflolved. And as to the laft of thefe, 
or filicides, fince the reafon of their 
punifhment, and why an action of 
this kind is in general highly attro- 
cious, is extremely myftical and ob- 
fcure, the following folution of this 
difficulty will, no doubt, be gratefully 
received by the Platonic reader, as the 
whole of it is no where elle to be 
found but in manufcript. Olympio- 
dous, then, a moft learned and excel¬ 
lent commentator on Plato, in his 
commentary on that part of the Pha> 
do where Plato fpeaks of the prohi¬ 
bition of filicide in the axopp^jx, ob- 
ferves as follows : “ The argument,” 
fays he, “ which Plato employs in 
“ this place againft filicide is derived 
“ from the Orphic mythology, in 
“ which four kingdoms are celebra- 
“ ted : the firft of Heaven , whom 
“ Saturn aflaulted, cutting off the 
“ genitals of his father. But after 
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“ Saturn, Jupiter fucceeded to the 
“ government of the world, having 
“ hurled his father into Tartarus. 
“ And after Jupiter, Bacchus rofe to 
“ light, who, according to report, 
“ was, through the ftratagems of Ju- 
** no, torn in pieces by the Titans, by 
“ whom he was furrounded, and who 
“ afterwards tailed his flefh : but Ju- 
“ piter enraged at the deed, hurled 
“ his thunder at the guilty offenders 
“ and confumed them to afhes. Hence 
“a certain matter being formed from 
“ the vapour of the fmoke afcending 
“ from their burning bodies, out of 
“ this mankind were produced... It is 
“ unlawful therefore to deftroy our- 
“ felves, not as the words of Plato 
“ feem to import, becaufe we are in 
“ body, as in a prifon, fecured by a 
** guard; (for this is evident, and 
“ Plato would not have called fuch 
“ an aflertion arcane) but becaufe our 
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“ body is Dionyfiacal, or the property 
** of Bacchus: for we are a part of 
“ this god, fince we are compofed 
4 ‘ from the vapours of the Titans who 
tailed his flelh. Socrates, there- 
“ fore, fearful of difclofing the arcane 
“ part of this narration, adds nothing 
“ more of the fable but that we are 
“ placed as in a certain prifon fecured 
“ by a guard: but the interpreters 
relate the fable openly.” Keu eg-i 'Jo 
ptvStxov e7r%e1p111j.ce. r oatjov. II otpet ru Optpei 
retrcupeg / 3 a<ri\eiou TrctpctSiSovjoti. Tlpujii 

[t$V, 71 TOM O VpCtVOV, 7jV 0 Kpovog SuSe^otjo, 
ex]eptuv let euSoict tov Trotjpog. Me]a Stj “]ov 
Kpovov, 0 Zevg e@ettrAewev xetjotjetpleipuirotg 
tov Trctfepct. E not "jov A tot SieSej'ocJo 0 A10- 
vvtros , ov (pact xetf STTtGovXyv ryg Hpeeg roug 
orept avjov Tfjecvetg TTraipotTjetv, t^'juv <rctp-> 
xuv etvrou cnroyeve<r§ctt, K ou ']ovjoug opyitr - 
bug 0 Zevg exepctvvatre , x) ex 'jyg ct&ctXyg 
ruv atTfJtoiv tuv avuSoSevjuu e% eturuv, vXijg 
yevoptevift yevec^ou rove otv§pu 7 rovs. Ou Su 
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evv sfcayuyetv ijptug iuvjovg, oi% ojt ug Soxtt 
Xeyeiv if \e£ig, Sioji tv 'jm [Seirpiu tcrpuv 'Jut 
<rufjLccjt' 'jovjo yap SrjXov tgi, Xy ovx av'Jovjo 
airoppyjov tXeye, aXX’ o]t ou Set efcayayeiv 
ijptug eoojjovg ug Jou trupiajog tjptuv Stovvma s- 
kov ovjog’ fjLtpog yap avjov to-puv , etyt ex 7 V 
a&aXtjg 'Juv rijavuv <rvyxtipie§a yevrapte- 
vuv 'juv trapxuv “jovjov. O ptev ovv cruxpajifg 
epyu 'Jo avoppyjov Stixvug, “jou ptuSov ovStv 
•jrXtov irpo<TTidti<ri "jou ug tv 'Jtvi (fipovpa t<r- 
puv. 0 < Se t%r)yr)jui 'Jov ptvSov TTpotfJ&e- 
amv e£u§ev. After this he beautifully 
obferves, “ That thefe four govern- 
“ ments obfcurely fignify the different 
“ gradations of virtues, according to 
“ which our foul contains the fym- 
“ bols of all the virtues, both theo- 
“ retical and cathartical, political and 
“ ethical; for it either energizes ac-r 
“ cording to the theoretic virtues, the 
“ paradigm of which is the govern-? 
“ ment of heaven, that we may begin 
“ from on high ; and on this account 
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u heaven receives its denomination 
wetpa lov 7« ccvu opctv , from beholding 
“ the things above:—or it lives ca- 
“ thartically, the exemplar of which 
“ is the Saturnian kingdom; and on 
** this account Saturn is denominated, 
“ from being a pure intellect, through 
“ a furvey of himfelf; and hence he 
“ is faid to devour his own offspring, 
“ fgnifying the converfion of himfelf 
to himfelf:—or it energizes ac- 
“ cording to the politic virtues, the 
“ fymbol of which is the govern- 
“ ment of Jupiter; and hence Jupi- 
** ter is the Demiurgus, fo called 
“ from operating about fecondary na- 
“ tures :—or the foul energizes ac- 
“ cording to both the ethical and 
“ phyfical virtues, the fymbol of 
“ which is the kingdom of Bacchus; 
“ and on this account he is fabled to 
“ be torn in pieces by the Titans, 
“ becaufe the virtues do not follow 
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“ but are feparated from each other/’ 
AtvvTjoyjui (lege amTjovjai ) $b 7 ovg $toc(pt- 
SaSpovg 'Jcov age}cop KU& ug tj ti/jcelegu 
tyvx 7 ! <™p£o\oi i%ov<ru ttuctoov tcov ocgercov, 
rcov 7e SscogifliKcov, ku§u£}i)ccov 9 x^ nroXi- 
f jiKcoV) >tj rfiixcov. H yap xccju lag Secofvf- 
'jcxocg evsgyu cov nrot^oc$Biy\ioc rj 7 ov ov^uvou 
SucrcXstu, ivu ocvcoSbv a^ape^a, $to )£ ov- 
fatvog Bigiflui ira^ot 7 ov 7 oc ocvco of>uv. H xu- 
Saflixcog £fj, ijg 7ru^u$BtyfJcu y xqovbiu Su- 
cnXscu, Sio it) xgoyog street am • xogovovg 
7 tg coy $ioc 7 o Buvjov ogccv. Aio x^ xccJuTnvBtv 
'ju oixbiu yBVvrj[4.acjoc XByejaci , cog uvjog ngog 
tocvjov BTngf>B<pw. H xuju'jug noXijixug coy 
(rvpSoXov fj jov $iog SatnXeicc * $io x^ $v\fju- 
ovf>yog o tag ttb^c 7 a $Bvjc^ac BVB(>ycov f 

H xuju 'jug ySixug y£ (pv<rncug ugejug, cov 
cruftSoXovj ij 'jov $mv<rov SanXiiu, $io xj 
rTTUgurlBjut, $io]i ovx uyjuxoXov^ovcnv uX - 
Xi fjXoug ui af>(\ui. And thus far Olym- 
piodorus ; in which paffages it is 
neceflary to obferve, that as the Ti¬ 
tans are the ultimate artificers of 
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things, and the moft proximate to 
their fabrications, men are faid to be 
compofed from their fragments, be- 
caufe the human foul has a partial life 
capable of proceeding to the moft ex¬ 
treme divifion united with its proper 
nature. And while the foul is in a 
ftate of fervitude to the body, ihe 
lives confined, as it were, in bonds, 
through the dominion of this Titanical 
life. We may obferve farther con¬ 
cerning thefe fhews of the lefler myf- 
tries, that as they were intended to 
reprefont the condition of the foul 
while fubfervient to the body, we fhall 
find that a liberation from this fervi¬ 
tude, through the cathartic virtues, 
was what the wifdom of the antients 
intended to fignify by the defcent of 
Hercules, Ulyfles, &c., into Hades, 
and their fpeedy return from its dark 
abodes. “ Hence,” fays Proclus in 
Plat. Polit. p. 382. “ Hercules being 
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“ purified by jacred initiations , and 
“ enjoying undefiled fruits, obtained 
“ at length a perfect eftablifhment 
“ among the gods: ” that is, well 
knowing the dreadful condition of his 
foul while in captivity to a corporeal 
nature, and purifying himfelf accord¬ 
ing to the cathartic virtues, of which 
certain purifications in the myftic cere¬ 
monies were fymbolic, he at length 
fled from the bondage of matter, and 
afcended beyond the reach of her 
hands. On this account, it is faid of 
him, that 

He dragg’d the three-mouth’d dog to tipper day; 

intimating that by temperance, conti¬ 
nence, and the other virtues, he drew 
upwards the intellective, cogitative, 
and opinionative part of the foul. And 
as to Thefeus, who is reprefented as 
fuffering eternal punifhment in Hades, 
we mull confider him too as an alle- 
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gorical character, of which Proclus, 
in the above-cited admirable work, 
p. 384, gives the following beautiful ex¬ 
planation : “ Thefeus and Pirithous,” 
fays he, “ are fabled to have ravUhed 
“ Helen, and defcended to the infer- 
“ nal regions, i. e. were lovers both 
“ of intelligible and vifible beauty; 
“ afterwards one of thefe, (Thefeus) 
“ on account of his magnanimity, 
“ was liberated by Hercules from 
“ Hades; but the other (Pirithous) 
“ remained there, becaufe he could 
not fuftain the arduous altitude of 
“ divine contemplation.” This ac¬ 
count, indeed, of Thefeus, can by no 
means be reconciled with Virgil’s: 

-fedet, aetemumque fedebit, 

Infelix Thefeus. 

Nor do I fee how Virgil can be recon¬ 
ciled with himfelf, who, a little before 
this, reprefents him as liberated from 
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Hades. The conjecture therefore of 
Hyginus is moft probable, that Virgil 
in this particular committed an over¬ 
fight, which, had he lived, he would 
doubtlefs have detected, and amended. 
This is at leaft much more probable 
than the opinion of Dr. Warburton, 
that Thefeus was a living character, 
who once entered into the Eleufinian 
* myfteries by force, for which he was 
imprifoned upon earth, and afterwards 
damned in the infernal realms. For 
if this was the cafe, why is not Her¬ 
cules alfo reprefented as in punifh- 
ment? and this with much greater 
reafon, fince he actually dragged Cer¬ 
berus from Hades ; whereas the fabu¬ 
lous defcent of Thefeus was attended 
with no real, but only intentional, 
mifchief—Not to mention that Virgil 
appears to be the only writer of anti¬ 
quity who condemns this hero to an 
eternity of pain. 


Digitized by 


G oo gle 



[ 44 ] 

Nor is the fecret meaning of the 
fables concerning the punifliment of 
impure fouls lefs beautiful and pro¬ 
found, as the following extra# from 
the manufcript commentary of Olym- 
piodorus on the Gorgias of Plato will 
abundantly affirm:—“ Ulyfles,” fays 
he, “ defcending iuto Hades, faw, 

“ among others, Syfiphus, and Titius, 

“ and Tantalus: and Titius he faw ' 
“ lying on the earth, and a vulture 
“ devouring his liver; the liver figni- 
“ fying that he lived folely according 
“ to the defiderative part of his na- 
“ ture, and through this was indeed 
“ internally prudent; but earth figni- 
“ fying the terreftrial condition of 
“ his prudence. But Syfiphus, living 
“ under the dominion of ambition and 
“ anger, was employed in continually 
“ rolling a flone up an eminence, 

“ becaufe it perpetually defcended 
“ again; its defcent implying the vi- 
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“ cious government of himfelf; and 
** his rolling the ftone, the hard, re* 
“ fradtory, and, as it were, rebound- 
“ ing condition of his life. And, 
“ laftly, he faw Tantalus extended 
“ by the fide of a lake, and that there 
** was a tree before him, with abun- 
“ dance of fruit on its branches, 
“ which he defired to gather, but it 
“ vanilhed from his view; and this 
“ indeed indicates, that he lived un- 
“ der the dominion of the phantafy; 
“ but his hanging over the lake, and 
“ in vain attempting to drink, implies 
“ the elufive, humid, and rapidly- 
“ gliding condition of fuch a life.’* 
O OSvirtrevs xctjtXSuv tig aSou, oiSt 'Jov truin- 
<pov , X) 'Jov Tijuov, X) tov ravJaXov. K at 
tov j utv Tijuovf eiri'Jrig yvjg eiSt xtifitvov , 
ojt to aujou qtrd'itv yvip. To ptv ovv 
v)7rei(> nifjtaivei oti xctjct to tv&vpylntov fit- 
(>og tgrjirt, X/ Sta 'JouJo eiru Qqovjtgtjo. H St 
yy] Tuifiatvti 'Jo yfioviov ctvjov <p/>ovr)fici. O St 
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(navtpog, xxjx 'jo (ptXojtfAOV, SvfAostSeg 
fytrug ExvXts 'jov XiSov, xj orxXiv xajttptgtv, 
torttSt 7 rsgi avjx xxjxggei, o xaxcag ifoXi- 
'Jevofievog. A&ov Ss txvXte, Stx'jo trxXiigov, 
Kf xvTtju 7 Tov f jr]g otvjov £wrj f. T ov Se Txvjx- 
Xov etSev ev Xi/av (lege Xigtvri') x^ oji ev $ev- 
Sgotg ijtrxv oirugut, Xj y§tXt rguyav, 
aQaveig eytvovjo at otrugat. Tovjo Se <rtj~ 
fiutvei 'jrjv xotjx <f>uvjx<nuv £utjv. Avjij St 
<nif*atvei “jo oXur^rigov, it/ Sivy gov, Xj -S’ar- 
'jova Tnnravofievov. So that according to 
the wifdom of the antients, and the 
moft fublime philofophy, the mifery 
which a foul endures in the prefent 
life, when giving itfolf up to the do¬ 
minion of the irrational part, is no¬ 
thing more than the commencement, 
as it were, of that torment which it 
will experience hereafter: a torment 
the fame in kind though different in 
degree, as it will be much more dread¬ 
ful, vehement, and extended. And 
by the above fpecimen, the reader 
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may perceive how infinitely fuperior 
the explanation which the Platonic 
philofophy affords of thefe fables is to 
the frigid and trifling interpretations 
of Bacon and other modern mytholo¬ 
gies; who are able indeed to point 
out their correfpondence to fomething 
in the natural or moral world, becaufe 
fuch is the wonderful connection of 
things, that all things fympathize 
with all, but are at the fame time 
ignorant that thefe fables were com- 
pofed by men divinely wife, who 
framed them after the model of the 
higheft originals, from the Contem¬ 
plation of real and permanent being, 
and not from regarding the delufive 
and fluctuating objeCts of fenfe. This, 
indeed, will be evident to every in¬ 
genuous mind, from reflecting that 
thefe wife men univerfally confidered 
Hades as commencing in the prefent 
life, (as we have already abundantly 
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proved,) and that, confequently, fenfe 
is nothing more than the energy of 
the dormant foul, and a perception, 
as it were, of the delufions of dreams. 
In confequence of this, it is abfurd 
in the higheft degree to imagine that 
fuch men would compofe fables from 
the contemplation of fhadows only, 
without regarding the fplendid origi¬ 
nals from which thefe dark phantoms 
were produced :—not to mention that 
their harmonizing fo much more per¬ 
fectly with intellectual explications is 
an indifputable proof that they were 
derived from an intellectual fource. 

And thus much for the (hews of 
the lefler myfteries, or the firft part of 
thefe facred inftitutions, which was 
properly denominated TeXefa and 
as containing certain perfeCtive rites 
and appearances, and the tradition of 
facred doCtrines, previoufly neceflary 
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to the infpettion of the moll fplendid 
vifions, or tvoirjua. For thus the 
gradation of the myfteries is dilpofed 
by Proclus in Theol. Plat. lib. 4. p. 220* 
** The perfeftivepart,'* lays he, “ pre- 
“ cedes initiation , and initiation pre- 
** cedes infpeftionJlpoiryeijai yap, y 
pitv reXejfi 'Jijg ptvqtrtus, aujti Jfi 7 V «*w- 
At the fame time it is proper 
to obferve, that the whole bulinefs of 
initiation was diftributed into five parts, 
as we are informed by Theo of Smyr¬ 
na, in Mathemat. p. 18, who thus 
elegantly compares philofophy to thefe 
myftic rites: “ Again,” fays he, 

“ philofophy may be called the initia— 
“ tion into true facred ceremonies, 
“ and the tradition of genuine myf- 
/ “ teries; for there are five parts of 
“ initiation : the firft of which is 
“ previous purgation ; for neither are 
“ the myfteries communicated to all 
44 who are willing to receive them; 
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“ but there are certain characters who 
“ are prevented by the voice of the 
cryer, fuch as thofe who poflefs 
“ impure hands and an inarticulate 
“ voice ; fince it is neceflary that 
“ fuch as are not expelled from the 
** myfteries ffiould firft be refined by 
“ certain purgations: but after pur- 
“ gation, the tradition of the facred 
“ rites fucceeds. The third part is 
“ denominated infpeCtion.' And the 
“ fourth, which is the end and defign 
“ of infpeCtion, is the binding of the 
“ head and fixing the crowns; fo 
“ that the initiated may, by this 
“ means, be enabled to communicate 
“ to others the facred rites in which 
“ he has been imtructed; whether 
“ after this he becomes a torch bearer, 
“ or an interpreter of the myfteries, 
“ or fuftains fome other part of the 
** facerdotal office. But the fifth, 
“ which is produced from all thefe. 
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“ is friendfhip with divinity, and the 
enjoyment of that felicity which 
“ arifes from intimate converfe with 
“ the gods. Similar to this is the 
“ tradition of political reafons; for, in 
<e the firft place, a certain purgation 
“ precedes, or an exercife in convenient 
“ mathematical difciplines from early 
** youth. For thus Empedocles aflerts, 
** that it is neceflary to be purified 
“ from fordid concerns, by drawing 
“ from five fountains, with a veffel 
“ of indilfoluble brafs: but Plato, 
“ that purification is to be derived 
“ from the five mathematical difci- 
“ plines, viz. from arithmetic, ge- 
“ ometry, ftereometry, mufic, and 
“ aftronomy; but the philofophical 
“ tradition of theorems, logical, po- 
“ litical, and phyfical, is fimilar to 
“ initiation. But he (that is, Plato,) 
“ denominates or infpe£lion, 

“ an occupation about intelligibles, 



[ 5 * ] 

“ true beings, and ideas.. But he 
“ conliders the binding of the head, 
“ and coronation, as analogous to the 
“ power which any one receives from 
“ his. inftruCtors, of leading others to 
** the fame contemplation. And the 
“ fifth gradation is, the moll perfect 
“ felicity arifing from hence, and*, 
** according to Plato, an aftimilatipn. 
“ to divinity, as far as is poflible to 
“ mankind." But though inWjua,. 
Or inlpe&ion, principally characterized 
the greater myfteries, yet this was. 
Hkewife accompanied with putins, or 
initiation, as will be evident in the 
courfe of this inquiry. 

BUT let us now proceed to 
the doCtrine of the greater myfteries: 
and here I lhall endeavour to prove, 
that as the (hews of the lefler myfte¬ 
ries occultly fignified the miferies o€ 
the foul while in fubje&ion to body,. 
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lb thole of the greater obfcurely inti¬ 
mated, by myftic aud fpleudid vifions, 
the felicity of the lbul both here and 
hereafter, when purified from the de¬ 
filements of a material nature, and 
conftantly elevated to the realities of 
intellectual vifion. Hence, as the ul¬ 
timate defign of the myfteries, accord¬ 
ing to Plato, was to lead us back to 
the principles from which we defend¬ 
ed, that is, to a perfect enjoyment of 
intellectual good, the tradition of thefe 
principles was doubtlefs one part of 
the doCtrine contained in the airoppHa, 
or fecret difcourfes; and the different 
purifications exhibited in thefe rites, 
in conjunction with initiation and in- 
fpeCtion, were fymbols of the grada¬ 
tion of virtues requifite to this re- 
afeent of the foul. And hence too, 
if this be the cafe, a reprefentation of 
the defcent of the foul muft certainly 
form no inconfiderable part of thefe 
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myftic fhews; all which the follow¬ 
ing obfervations will, 1 doubt not, 
abundantly evince. 

In the firft place, then, that the 
fhews of the greater myfteries occultly 
fignified the felicity of the foul both 
here and hereafter, when feparated 
from the contagion of body, is evident 
from what has been demonftrated in 
the former part of this difcourfe: for 
if he who in the prefent life is in fub- 
je&ion to bis irrational part is truly in 
Hades, he who is fuperior to its do¬ 
minion is likewife an inhabitant of a 
place totally different from Hades. 
If Hades therefore is the region of 
punifhment and mifery, the purified 
foul muff refide in the regions of blifs; 
cathartically, indeed, and theoretically, 
in the prefent life, and svSeas’ixuSt or 
according to a deific energy, in the 
next. This being admitted, let us 
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proceed to confider the defcription 
which Virgil gives us of thefe fortu¬ 
nate abodes, and the latent fignifica- 
tion which it contains. ^Eneas and 
his guide, then, having pafled through 
Hades, and feen Tartarus, or the ut- 
moft profundity of a material nature, 
at a diftance, advance to the Elyliau 
fields : 

Devenere locos laetos, ct ama*na vircta 
Fortunatorum nemorum, fedefque beatas. 

Largior hie campos aether et lumine veftit 
Purpureo; folemque fuum, fua fidera norunt. 

No w the fecret meaning of thefe joy¬ 
ful places is thus beautifully unfolded 
by (Jlympiodorus in his MS. Commen¬ 
tary on the Gorgias of Plato. “ It 
“ is neceflary to know,” fays he, 
that the fortunate iflands are faid to 
“ be raifed above the fea; and hence 
“ a condition of being tranfeending 
“ this corporeal life and generation, 
“ is denominated the iflands of the 
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44 bleffed; but thefe are the fame with 
44 the Elyfian fields. And on this 
44 account Hercules is reported to have 
44 accomplifhed his laft labour in the 
44 Hefperian regions; fignifying by 
44 this, that having vanquifhed an ob- 
44 fcure and terreftrial life, he after- 
wards lived in open day, that is, in 
44 truth and refplendent light.” A« 
St ttSeveu oji eu vtjtrot wrt^xuirjowi fas 3«- 
A eumii avujegu outran. T i/v our voXiJetetv 
%v virtfxutyuaratv 'Jou Ctou 7’Jf ytnjtreug, 
(tocxaijuv vytrovg xotXoutrt. T avjov St tfi xj 

"jo IjXuTlOV TTtSlOV. AlOt 7« Wo Xj 0 IjflOtX- 
Xxg < ]tXtu\mov «3Xov tv 7ot( ttnrtqtots /xt^ttriv 
toronitrctjo , etvjt xetjijyuvnraajo 7 ov CKojetvov x^ 
X^ovtov Cm, x* Xorrrov tv ijpt(>et, e tfiv tv 
«Ai; 3 e/« xj <pu]t tfyi. So that he who in 
the prefent ftate vanquifhes as much 
as poflible a corporeal life, through the 
exercife of the cathartic virtues, pafies 
in reality, into the fortunate iflands of 
the foul, and lives furrouncjed with 
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the bright fplendours of truth and 
wifdom proceeding from the fun of 
good. 

But when the poet, in defcribing 
the employments of the blefled, lays. 

Pars in gramineis exercent membra palaeftris; 
Contendunt ludo, et fulva ludantur arena: 

Pars pedibus plaudunt choreas, et carmina dicunt, 
Nec non Threicius longa cum vefte facerdos 
Obloquitur numeris feptem difcrimina vocum: 
Iamque eadem digitis, jam pedine pulfat eburao. 
Hie genus antiquum Teucri, pulcherrima proles, 
Magnanimi heroes, nati melioribus annis, 

Ilufque, Affaracufque, et Trojae Dardanus tudor. 
Arrna procul, currufque vimm miratur inanis. 

Stant terra defixae haftae, paffimque foluti 
Per campum pafeuntur equi. Quae gratia curruum 
Armorumque fuit vivis, quae cura nitentis 
Pafcere equos, eadem fequitur tdlure repoftos. 
Confpicit, ecce alios, dextra laevaque per herbam 
Vefcentis, hetumque choro Parana canentis. 

Inter odoratum lauri nemos: unde fupeme 
Plurimus Eridani per filvam volvitur amnis. 

This muft not be underftood as if the 
foul in the regions of felicity retained 
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any affe&ion for material concerns, or 
was engaged in the trifling purfuits of 
a corporeal life ; but that when fepa- 
rated from generation, fhe is condantly 
engaged in intelle&ual employments ; 
either in exercifing the divine conteds 
of the mod exalted vvifdom; in form¬ 
ing the refponfive dance of refined 
imaginations; in tuning the facred 
lyre of mydic piety to drains of deific 
fury and ineffable delight; in giving 
free fcope to the fplendid and winged 
powers of the foul; or in nourifhing 
the intellect with the fubdantial ban¬ 
quets of intelligible food. Nor is it 
without reafon that the river Eridanus 
is reprefented as flowing through thefe 
delightful abodes; and is at the fame 
time denominated plurimus , becaufe a 
great part of it was abforbed in the 
earth without emerging from thence : 
for a river is the fymbol of life, and 
confequently fignifies in this place the 
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nature of an intelle&ual life, proceed¬ 
ing from on high, that is, from divi¬ 
nity itfelf, and gliding with prolific 
energy through the occult and pro¬ 
found recefles of the foul. 

But when, in the following lines, 
he fays, 

Nulli certa domus. Lucis habitamus opaci*, 
Riparumque toros, et prata recentia rivis 
Incolimus. 

By the bleffed being confined to no 
particular habitation, the liberal con¬ 
dition of their exigence is plainly im^ 
plied; fince they are entirely free 
from all material reftraint, and puri¬ 
fied from all inclination to the dark 
and cold tenement of body. The 
fhady groves are fymbols of the foul’s 
retiring to the depth of her ellence, 
and there, by a divinely folitary energy, 
eftablifhing herfelf in the ineffable 
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principle of things. And the meadows 
are fymbols of that prolific power of 
the gods through which all the variety 
of reafons, animals, and forms was 
produced, and which is here the re- 
frefhing pafture and retreat of the li¬ 
berated foul. 

But that the tradition of the princi¬ 
ples from which the foul defcended 
formed a part of the facred myfteries 
is evident from Virgil; and that this 
was accompanied with a vifion of thefe 
principles or gods, is no lefs certain, 
from the teftimony of Plato, Apuleius, 
and Proclus. The firft part of this 
affertion is evinced by the following 
beautiful lines: 

Principio caelum ac terras, campofque liquentes 
Lucentemque globum lunar, Titaniaque aftra 
Spiritus intus alit, totamque infufa per artus 
Mens agitat molem, et magno fe corpore mifcet. 

Inde hommum pecudumque genus, vitaeque volantum, 
Et quae marmoreo fert monftifc iub aequore pontus. 
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Igneus eft ollis vigor, et caleftis origo 
Seminibus, quantum non noxia corpora tardant, 
Tcrienique hebetant artus, moribund aque membra* 
Hinc metuunt cupiuntque: dolent, gaudentque: neque 
auras 

Defpiciunt claufae tenebris et carcere cacco. 

For the fources of the foul’s exiftence 
are alfo the principles from which it 
fell; and thefe, as we may learn from 
the Timaeus of Plato, are Jupiter, or 
the Demiurgus, the mundane foul, 
and the junior or mundane gods.— 
Now, of thefo, the mundane intellect, 
which, according to the antienc the- 
ology, is Bacchus, is principally cele¬ 
brated by the poet, and this becaufo 
the foul is particularly diftributed into 
generation Dionyfiacally, as is evident 
from the preceding extracts from 
Olympiodorus; and is frill more abun¬ 
dantly confirmed by the following cu¬ 
rious paflage from the fame author, 
in his comment on the Phaedo of 
Plato. “ The foul,” fays he, “ de- 
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“ fcends Corically, or after the man- 
“ ner of Proferpine, into generation, 
“ but is diftributed into generation 
“ Dionyfiacally; and (he is bound in 
“ body Prometheiacally and Titani- 
4 ‘ cally: (he frees herfelf therefore 
from its bonds by exercifing the 
“ ftrength of Hercules; but (he is 
“ collected into one through the af- 
“ (iftance of Apollo and the faviour 
“ Minerva, by philofophizing in a 
“ manner truly cathartic.” Or/ xopt- 
xug pcs v etg yeveciv xocjeuriv ij 4A ton- 
ctexxug Ss pcepi^ejati w to fa yevereug. TIpo- 
pcrjBtiug Se, Xf Tijx.vix.ug, eyxoc]oc$tiJ<zi 'jea 
truuctji. Avei pcsv ovv eotvjriv ypxxXsiug ttryv- 
cottru. Zvvcxipei Se St onroXkuvog 'jyjg <ru- 
'jr l pxg aSrjvccg, xx^xfjixug 'Ju ovji (piXo/ro- 
<f>ou<roc. The poet, however, intimates 
the other caufes of the foul’s exiftence, 
when he fays, 

Igneus eft ollis vigor, et ceeleftii orig» 
Scminibus,- 
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which evidently alludes to the /owing 
of fouls into generation, mentioned in 
the Timaeus. And from hence the 
reader will eafily perceive the extreme ' 
ridiculoufnefs of Dr. Warburton’s fyf- 
tem, that the grand fecret of the myf- 
teries confifted in expofing the errors 
of Polytheifm, and in teaching the 
dodtrine of the unity, or the exiftence 
of one deity alone. For he might as 
well have faid, that the great fecret 
confifted in teaching a man how, by 
writing notes on the works of a poet, 
he might become a biJ}jop! But it is 
by no means wonderful that men wbo 
have not the fmalleft conception of 
the true nature of the gods; who 
have perfuaded themfelves that they 
were only dead men deified ; and who 
meafure the underftandings of the an- 
tients by their own, fhould be led to 
fabricate a fyftem fo improbable and 
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abfurd. Indeed the fophiftry through¬ 
out his whole treatife is perpetual, 
and every where exhibits to our view 
the leading features of a Chriftian 
pried in complete perfection ; I mean 
confummate arrogance, united with a 
profound ignorance of antient wifdom, 
and blended with matchlefs hypocrify 
and fraud. For, indeed, from the 
earlieft of the fathers, down to the 
mod modern atid vile plebeian teacher 
among the Methodifts, the fame cha¬ 
racter difplays itfelf, and is alike pro¬ 
ductive of the fame deplorable mif- 
chief to the real welfare of mankind. 
But it is neceflary that impiety fhould 
fometimes prevail on the earth; 
though at the fame time, it is no lefs 
neceflary that its confequent maladies 
fhould be lamented and ftrenuoufly 
refilled by every genuine lover of vir¬ 
tue and truth. 
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But that this tradition was accom¬ 
panied with a vifion of the caufes 
from which the foul defcended, is evi¬ 
dent from the exprefs teftimony, in 
the firft place, of Apuleius, who thus 
defcribes his initiation into the myfte- 
ries. “ Acceffi confinium mortis; et 
“ calcato Proferpinae limine, per om- 
“ nia ve&us elementa remeavi. No&e 
“ media vidi folem candido corufcan- 
“ tern lumine, deos inferos , et deos Jit- 
“ per os. Acceffi coram, et adoravi de 
“ proximo*.” That is, “ I approach- 
“ ed the confines of death; and tread- 
“ ing on the threffiold of Proferpine, 
** and being carried through all the 
“ elements, I came back again to my 
** priftine fituation. In the depths of 
“ midnight I faw the fun glittering 
“ with a fplendid light, together with 
“ the infernal and fupernal gods : and 

4 Apul. Metamorph. lib. 21. propc finem. 
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“ to thefe divinities approaching near, 
“ I paid the tribute of devout adora- 
“ tion.” And this is no lefs evidently 
implied by Plato in the Phaedrus, who 
thus defcribes the felicity of the virtu¬ 
ous foul prior to its defcent, in a beau¬ 
tiful allufion to the arcane viiions of the 
mvfteries. KxXXog Je lo]e yv iSstv Xap- 
7 rpov, o)e <ru v eudxtpovi %opu oiptv 

"]e Kf §euv eiropevoi pfjx pev Siog ypei^ ctX- 
Xot Se pel’ xXXov $euv, e iSov 7« fjeXovv]o 
tbXstuv ijv 9 epig Xeyeiv pocxxpiulx]vjV rjv op- 
yictfypev cXokXyjpoi pev uv]oi ovjeg, x, ctcta.- 
9e<f xxxuv ocx ypxg ev ugepu xpovu virepe- 
vsv. OXoxXijpci Se ycf xirXx Xj xjpeprj Xj 
eu^xipovx tpxtrpxix pvovpevoi Is x, mo7p{E\)- 
ovjeg ev auyy xocB’xpct xxd’apoi ovjeg Xj xcrtj- 
puvjoi tovtov o vuv Srj trupx TrepKpepovJeg 
ovopufypsv og’peov rpoTrov SeSecpeupevoi.—— 
That is, “ But it was then lawful 
“ to furvey the mod fplendid beauty, 
“ when we obtained, together with 
“ that blelfed choir, this happy vifion 
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“ and contemplation. And we in- 
“ deed enjoyed this blefled fpe&acle 
** together with Jupiter; but others 
“ in conjun&ion with fome other 
“ god; at the fame time being initi- 
“ ated in thofe myjleries , which it is 
“ lawful to call the moft blefled of all 
“ myfteries. And thefe divine Orgies 
“ were celebrated by us, while we 
“ pofl'efled the proper integrity of our 
“ nature, and were freed from the 
“ moleftations of evil which awaited 
“ us in a fucceeding period of time. 
“ Likewife, in confequence of this 
“ divine initiation , we became fpec - 
“ tutors of entire. Ample, immove- 
“ able, and blejfed vijions , reAdent 
“ in a pure light; and were our- 
“ felves pure and immaculate, and 
“ liberated from this furrounding veft- 
“ ment, which we denominate body, 
“ and to which we are now bound 
“ like an oyfter to its ihell.” Upon 


F 2 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



[ 6.8 ] 

this beautiful paflage Proclus obferves, 
in Theol. Plat. lib. 4^ p. 193, “ That 
“ initiation and infpcftion are fymbols 
“ of ineffable, filence, and of union 
“ with myftical natures, through in-.. 
“ t^lligible vifions.” K on yap i; fiyycrtg, 
ycj t) S7T07r]eia, Ttjg appfjjov (nyrig tgi trupiGo* 
Xov, x) 'Jyg Trpog 7 * pivs'ma Si a rav voyjav . 
(pacrpLUToiv evuceag. Now, from all. this, 
it may be inferred, that the mod fub- 
lime part of eiroiflsiot or infp&ftion> con-.. 
lifted in beholding the gods themfelves. 
inverted with a refplendent light; and . 
that. this was fymbolical of thofe 
tranfporting vifions, which the virtu-, 
ous foul will conftantly enjoy in a fu-. 
ture ftate; and of which it is able to . 
gain fome ravifhing glimpfes, even . 
while connected with the cumbrous 
veftment of body. 

But that this was adtuaUy the cafe, 
is evident from the following unequi- 
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vocal teftimony of Proclus in Plat. 
Repub. p. 380. Ev UTTcttri raig reXerxi; 
xcu rotg p.us’tipioig, 01 $toi iroXXxg pLSv ectv- 
ruv irporeivowt pLop/pug, ttoXXx Se <r%iiptoiTx 
e^aXXurjevTeg <p'UtvovTcu‘ Mxi roje pcev xtv- 
hfutov etVTtav trpoGeGXylui (pus, tots Se eig 
ctvQpuirerov ptiptpyv ear^LcxTicr^evov, roje Se 
eig aXXotov tvttov TrpoeXtiXvdug. e. “ Ill 
“ all initiations arid myfteries, the 
“ gods exhibit many forms of them- 
“ felves, and appear in a variety of 
“ fhapes: and fometimes, indeed, an 
“ unfigured light of thernfelves is 
“ held forth to the view; fometimes 
“this light is figured according to a 
“ human form, and fometimes it pro- 
“ ceeds into a different fhape.” This 
do&rine, too, of divine appearances in 
the myfteries, is clearly confirmed by 
Plotinus, Ennead. 1. lib. 6. p. 55, and 
Ertriead. 9. lib. 9. p. 700. And, in 
fhort* that magical evocation formed 
a part of the facerdotal office in the 
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myfteries, and that this was univer- 
fally believed by all antiquity, long 
before the aera of the latter Platonifts, 
is plain from the teftimony of Hippo¬ 
crates, or at leaft Democritus, in his 
Treatife de Morbo Sacro. p. 86, fol. 
For fpeaking of thofe who attempt to 
cure this difeafe by magic, he ob- 
ferves : ei yap ceXyi/yv re xadaiptiv, i tat 
ijXiov u<pavt£eiv, xeipum re xat tuSiyv irot- 
tiv, xatopoGpovg >tat avyj^ovg, xat §a\acr- 
erccvutpovovxatyyv nut t uWu']u']otovTOrpo- 
TTCt TTCtVTCt £7T t$e%OVTat tTtigOufooUy SITS KOU 

ex TEAETX1N, sire xat e£ aXXrjg rtvog 
yvufir,g 7] pitXtTYi; (pacnv otot re etvat ot tuu- 
tu eiriTrjSiuovTts ^vtreGeetv eptot ye Soxeovtrt. 
x. X. i. e. “ For if they profefs them- 
** felves able to draw down the moon, 
“ to obfcure the fun, to produce ftor- 
“ my and pleafant weather, as like- 
“ wife Ihowers of rain, and heats, 
“ and to render the fea and the earth 
“ barren, and to accomplifli every 
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“ thing elfe of this kind; whether 
“ they derive this knowledge from 
“ the Myfteries , or from, fome other 
“ inftitution or meditation, they ap- 
“ pear to me to be impious, from the 
“ ftudy of fuch concerns.” From all 
which it is eafy to fee, how egregi- 
oufly Dr. Warburton was miftaken, 
when, in p. 231 of his Divine Lega¬ 
tion, he afferts, “ that the light be- 
“ held in the myfteries, was nothing 
“ more than an illuminated image 
“ which the priefts had thoroughly 
“ purified.” 

But he is likewife no lefs miftaken, 
in transferring the injunction given in 
one of the magic oracles of Zoroafter, 
to the bufinefs of the Eleufinian myf¬ 
teries, and in perverting the meaning 
of the Oracle’s admonition. For thus 
the Oracle Ipeaks: 
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Mi} (pvfftUf avToifldv ayct\(A* 9 

Ov yct£ %pn xu>cv; cr« QmjiHv *rp»* ffVfxa iriXicS*. 

That is, “ Invoke not the felf-confpi- 
“ c«o«j /Vwtfg* of Nature, for you mufl 
“ not behold thefe things before your 
“ body has received the purification 
“ neceffary to initiation ” Upon 
which he obferves, “ that the felf- 
“ confpicuous image was only a diffufive 
“ Jhining light , as the name partly de- 
“ clares*." But this is a piece of 
grofs ignorance, front which he might 
have been freed by an attentive perufal 
of Proclus on the Timaeus of Plato: 
for in thefe truly divine Commentaries 
we learn, “ that the moon is the caufe 
“ of nature to mortals, and the felf- 
“ confpicuous image of fontal nature 
HeXtjvij [iev atjtct “Joig oig 'jijs tpvireug, to 
uvJo7r]ov ayocXfia ovtrct tijc iryycuetg (pvcrtug. 
in. Tim. p. 260. If the reader is de- 

* Divine Legation, p. 231 . 
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firous of knowing what we are to un- 
derftand by the fontal nature of which 
the moon is the image, let him attend 
to the following information, derived 
from a long and deep ftudy of the an- 
tient theology: for from hence I have 
learned, that there are many divine 
fountains contained in the effence of 
the demiurgus of the world; and that, 
among thefe there are three of a very 
diftinguifhed rank, viz. the fountain 
of fouls, or Juno, the fountain of vir¬ 
tues, or Minerva, and the fountain of 
nature, or Diana. This laft fountain 
too immediately depends on the vivific 
goddefs Rhea; and was aflumed by 
the Demiurgus among the reft, as ne- 
ceffary to the prolific production of 
hintfelf. And this information will 
enable us befides to explain the mean¬ 
ing of the following paflages in Apu- 
Jeius, which, from not being under- 
ftood, have induced the moderns to 


Digitized by L,ooQle 



V 


[ 74 ] 

believe that Apuleius acknowledged 
but one deity alone. The firft of thefe 
paflages is in the beginning of the 
eleventh book of his Metamorphofis, 
in which the divinity of the moon is 
reprefented as addreffing him in this 
fublime manner: En adfumtuis com- 
mota, Luci, precibus, rerum Natura 
parens, elcmentorum omnium domina, 
feculorum progenies initialis, fumma 
numinum, regina Manium, prima cae- 
litum, Deorum Dearumque facies uni- 
formis: quas casli luminofa culmina, 
mari lalubria flamina, inferorum de- 
plorata filentia nutibus meis difpenfo : 
cujus numen unicum, multiformi fpe- 
cie, ritu vario, nomine multijugo to- 
tus veneratur orbis. Me primigenii 
Phryges Peffinunticam nominant De- 
um matrem. Hinc Autochthones At- 
tici Cecropiam Minervam; illinc fluc- 
tuantes Cyprii Paphiam Venerem: 
Cretes fagittiferi Di< 5 tynnam Dianam; 
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Siculi trilingues Stygiam Proferpinam; 
Eleufinii vetuftam Deam Cererem: 
Junonem alii, alii Bellonam, alii He- 
caten, Rhamnuliam alii. Et qui naf- 
centis dei Solis inchoantibus radiis il- 
luftrantur, Ethiopes, Arriique, prif- 
caque doftrina pollentes Egyptii cae- 
rimoniis me prorfus propriis perco- 
lentes appellant vero nomine reginam 
Ifidem. That is, “ Behold, Lucius, 
“ moved with thy fupplications, I am 
“ prefen t; I, who am Nature , the 
“ parent of things, queen of all the 
“ elements, initial progenitor of ages, 
“ the greateft of divinities, queen of 
“ departed fpirits, the firft of the 
“ celeflials, and the uniform appear- 
** ance of gods and goddeffes: who 
“ rule by my nod the luminous heights 
“ of the heavens, the falubrious breezes 
“ of the fea, and the deplorable fi- 
“ lences of the infernal regions ; and 
“ whofe divinity, in itfelf but one, is 
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“ venerated by all the earth, accord- 
“ ing to a multiform fhape, various 
“ rites, and different appellations.— 
“ Hence the primitive Phrygians call 
“ me Peflinuntica, the mother of the 
“ gods; the native Athenians, Cecro- 
“ pian Minerva; the floating Cypri- 
“ ans, Paphian Venus; the arrow- 
“ bearing Cretans, Di&ynnian Diana; 
“ the three-tongued Sicilians, Stygian 
“ Proferpine; and the inhabitants of 
4 ‘ Eleufis, the antient goddefs Ceres. 
“ Some again ha e invoked me as 
“ Juno, others as Bellona, others as 
“ Hecate, and others as Rhamnufia: 
“ and thofe who are enlightened by 
“ the emerging rays of the rifing 
lt fun, the ^Ethiopians, Ariians, and 
“ ^Egyptians, powerful in antient 
“ learning, who reverence my divi- 
“ nity with ceremonies perfectly pro- 
“ per, call me by a true appellation 
“ queen Ifis.” And, again, in another 
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place of the fame book, he fays of the 
moon: “ Te Superi colunt, obfervant 
44 Inferi: tu rotas orbem, luminas So<~ 
44 lem, regis mundum, calcas Tarta- 
“ rum. Tibi refpondent fidera, gau- 
44 dent numina, redeunt tempora, fer- 
44 viunt elementa, &c.” That is, 
44 The fupernal gods reverence thee, 
44 and thofe in the realms beneath at- 
“ tentively obferve thy nod. Thbu 
“ rolled the heavens round the fteady 
“ poles, doft illuminate the fun, go- 
“ vern the world, and tread on the 
“ dark realms of Tartarus. The ftars 
“ move refponfive to thy command, 
“ the gods rejoice in thy divinity, the 
“ hours and leafons return by thy 
“ appointment, and the elements re- 
“ verence thy decree.” For aU this 
eafily follows, if we confider it as ad- 
drefled to the fontal deity of nature, 
fubfifting in the Demiurgus, and which 
is the exemplar of that nature which 
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flourifhes in the lunar orb, and 
throughout the material world, and 
from which the deity itfelf of the 
moon originally proceeds. Hence, as 
this fountain immediately depends on 
the vivif.c goddefs Rhea, the reafon is 
obvious, why it was formerly wor- 
Ihipped as the mother of the gods: 
and as all the mundane are contained 
in the fuper-mundane gods, the other 
appellations are to be conlidered as 
names of the feveral mundane divini¬ 
ties produced by this fountain, and in 
whofe effence they are likewife con¬ 
tained. 

But to proceed with our inquiry, I 
flial!, in the next place, prove that 
the different purifications exhibited in 
thefe rites, in conjunction with initia¬ 
tion and infpeCtion, were fymbols of 
the gradation of virtues requifite to 
the reagent of the foul. And the 
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firft part, indeed, of this propofition 
refpe&ing the purifications, immedi¬ 
ately follows from the teftimony of 
Plato in the paflage already adduced, 
in which he afl'erts, that the ultimate 
defign of the myfteries was to lead us 
back to the principles from which we 
originally fell. For if the myfteries 
were fymbolical, as is univerfally ac¬ 
knowledged, this muft likewife be 
true of the purifications as a part of 
the myfteries; and as inward purity, 
of which the external is fymbolical, 
can only be obtained by the exercife 
of the virtues, it evidently follows, 
that the purifications were fymbols of 
the purifying moral virtues. And the 
latter part of the propofition may be 
eafily inferred, from the paflage al¬ 
ready cited from the Phaedrus of Plato, 
in which he compares initiation and 
infpeEtion to the bleflcd vifion of intel¬ 
ligible natures; an employment which 
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can alone belong to the energies of 
contemplative virtue. But the whole 
of this is rendered indifputable by the 
following remarkable teftimony of 
Olympiodorus, in his excellent MS. 
Commentary on the Phaedo of Plato. 
44 In the facred rites,” f^tys he, 44 po- 
“ pular purifications are in the firft 
“ place brought forth, and after thefe' 
44 fueh as are more arcane. But in 
44 the third place, collections of vari- 
44 ous things into one are received ; 
44 after which follows infpeCtion. The 
44 ethical and political virtues there- 
44 fore are analogous to the apparent 
44 (or popular) purifications. But fuch 
44 of the cathartic virtues as banilh all 
44 external impreflions, correfpond to 
44 the more occult purifications. The 
44 theoretical energies about intelligi- 
44 bles, are analogous to the collec- 
44 tions; but the contraction of thefe 
44 energies into an indivifible nature, 
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44 correfponds to initiation. And the 
44 limple felf-infpe&ion of Ample 
44 forms, is analogous to epoptic vi- 
44 Aon/’ On ev ^jotg tepotg yyovvjo fjcev ou 
* wocvSfjpcot Tca&ccpcretg, Etjoc ewt 'Jocvjutg ocwop - 
piflojepoir pcejoc Se rocvjocg <rvgoc(retq wocpeXuf/^ 
Cuvovjo, y£) ewt < ]ocv]octg pcvy}(retg' ev TeXet Se 
swoTrjeiott . A vocXoyovtrt *]otvvv at pcev nj^txat 
7^ TTOXljiXat CCpiTOCly ^Otg BpLtpUVSO’l Xa9 OCp- 

fjioig . At Se xa^apjtxat o<rut awotrxevoc^oy- 
r jut wavja 7 a exjog 7 otg a7roppyjo]epotg. At Se 
wept toc voiflcc Secopyjtxut *]e evegyetxt *]octg 
cvfoco’eo’tv. At Se tovtcov crovatpefretg etg 7 o 
ctfjLspizov 7 <*>tg fjcvrjcretriv. At Se ocwXoct ^cov 
ccwXtov etSav avToiptat ]atg ewoif\taig . And 
here I cannot refrain from noticing, 
with indignation mingled with pity, 
the ignorance and arrogance of mo¬ 
dern critics, who pretend that this 
diftribution of the virtues is entirely 
the invention of the latter Platonifts, 
and without any foundation in the 
writings of Plato. And among the 
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fupporters of fuch ignorance, I airt 
forry to find Fabricius, in his prole¬ 
gomena to the life of Proclus. For 
nothing can be more obvious to every 
reader of Plato, than that in his Law» 
he treats of the political virtues ; in 
his Phzedo, and feventh book of the 
Republic, of the cathartic; and in his 
Tha;tetus, of the contemplative and 
fublimer virtues. This obfervation is 
indeed fo obvious, in the Phaedo, with 
refpefb to the cathartic virtues, that 
no one but a verbal critic could read 
this dialogue and be infenfible to its 
truth : for Socrates in the very begin¬ 
ning exprefsly afferts, that it is the 
bufinefs* of philofophers to ftudy to 
die, and to be themfelves dead *, and 
yet at the fame time reprobates fuicide. 

* Ki>$uPivov<n ya% o&oi rvy%etwvffn aTfloptm (p^ovo- 
Qicti hthyBerai aXKovq, on ovh* avlot gfrflvfovwet* 
n m roSwxijf ts Kj TiSiayflM* 

Plat, in Phsed. 
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What then can fuch a death mean 
but philofophical death ? And what is 
this but the true exercife of the ca¬ 
thartic virtues ? But thefe poor men 
read only fuperficially, or for the lake 
of difplaying fome critical acumen in 
verbal emendations; and yet with fuch 
defpicable preparations for philofophi¬ 
cal difcuffion, they have the impudence 
to oppofe their puerile conceptions to 
the decifions of men of elevated ge¬ 
nius and profound inveftigation, who, 
happily freed from the danger and 
drudgery of learning any foreign 
language, dire&ed all their attention 
without reftraint to the acquifition of 
the mod exalted truth. 

It,only now remains that we prove, 
in the laft place, that a reprefentation 
of the defcent of the foul formed no 
inconsiderable part of thefe myftic 
fliews. This indeed is doubtlefs oc- 
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cultly infinuated by Virgil, whea 
fpeaking of the fouls of the blclfed in 
Elyfium, he adds, 

Has omnes, ubi mille rotam volvere per annos, 
Lethaeum ad fluvium deus evocat agmine magno: 
Scilicet immemores fupera ut conyexa revifant, 
Rurfus et incipiant in corpora velle reyerti. 

But openly by Apuleius, in the 
following prayer which Plych'e ad- 
drefles to Ceres: Per ego te frugife- 
ram tuam dextram iftam deprecor, per 
laetificas meflium caerimonias, per ta- 
cita facra ciftarum, et per famulorum 
tuorum draconum pinnata curricula, 
et glebae Sicutae fulcamina, et currum 
rapacem, et terram tenacem, et illu- 
minarum Proferpinae nuptiarum deme- 
acula, et caetera, quae filentio tegit 
Eleufis, Atticae facrarium ; miferandae 
Pfyches animae, fupplicis tuae, fub- 
lifte. That is, “ I befeech thee, by 
“ thy fruit-bearing right hand, by the 
“ joyful ceremonies of thy harvefts, 


Digitized by L,ooQle 



[ »J ] 

** by the occult facred concerns of 
“ thy ciftae, and by the winged car of 
“ thy attending dragons, and the fur- 
“ rows of the Sicilian foil, and the 
“ rapacious chariot, and the dark de- 
“ fcending ceremonies attending the mar- 
“ riage of Proferpine , and the afcending 
“ rites which accompanied the luminous 
“ invention of thy daughter , and by other 
“ arcana which Eleufs the Attic fanc- 
“ tuary conceals in profound filence , re- 
** lieve the lorrows of thy wretched 
“ fupplicant Pfyche.” For the rape 
of Proferpine fignifies the defcent of 
the foul, as is evident from the paf- 
fage previoufly adduced from Olympi- 
odorus, in which he fays the foul de- 
fcends Corically; and this is confirmed 
by the authority of the philofopher 
Salluft, who, in his book de Diis 
et Mundo, p. 251 , obferves, “ That 
“ the rape of Proferpine is fabled 
“ to have taken place about the oppo- 
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“ fite equino&ial; and by this the 
“ defeent of fouls is implied.” Tle^t 
yovv Tyv evavjiuv urtipteptav ij 'Jin Kopijg ctp- 
irotyij ptv§oXoytiTui yevsir&eu, o <Jij xct^oSog 
sgt tuv ipvxuv. And as the rape of 
Proferpine was exhibited in the fhews 
of the myfteries, as is clear from Apu- 
leius, it indifputably follows, that this 
reprefented the defeent of the foul, 
and its union with the dark tenement 
of body. Indeed if the afeent and de¬ 
feent of the foul, and its condition 
while connedted with a material na¬ 
ture, were reprefented in the fhews of 
the myfleries, it is evident that this 
was implyed by the rape of Profer¬ 
pine. And the former part of this 
aflertion is manifeft from Apuleius, 
when deferibing his initiation, he fays, 
in the paffage already adduced, “ I 
“ approached the confines of death, 
“ and treading on the threfhold of 
** Proferpine, and being carried through 
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“ all the elements , I came back again to 
“ my prifime fituation .” And as to the 
latter part, it has been amply proved, 
from the higheft authority, in the firft 
divifion of this difcourfe. 

Nor muft the reader be difturbed 
on finding that, according to Porphy¬ 
ry, as cited by Eufebius *, the fable 
of Proferpine alludes to feed placed 
in the ground; for this is likewife true 
of the fable, confidered according to 
its material explanation. But it will 
be proper on this occafion to rife a 
little higher, and confider the various 
fpecies of fables, according to their 
philofophical diftribution; fince by 
this means the prefen t fubjeft will re¬ 
ceive an additional elucidation, and the 
wifdom of the antient authors of fables 
will be vindicated from the unjuft af- 


* Eveng. Praper. lib. 3 . cap. 2 . 
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per (ions of ignorant declaimers. I 
fhall prefent the reader, therefore, with 
the following interefting divifion of 
fables, from the elegant book of the 
Platonic philofopher Salluft, on the. 
gods and the univerfe. “ Of fables,” 
fays he, “ fome are theological, others 
“ phyfical, others animaftic, (or re- 
“ lating to foul) others material, and 
“ laftly, others mixed from thefe.— 
“ Fables are theological which em- 
“ ploy nothing corporeal, but fpecu- 
“ late the very eflences of the gods; 
“ fuch as the fable which aflerts that 
“ Saturn devoured his children: for 
“ it infinuates nothing more than the 
“ nature of an intelleftual god; fince 
“ every intelledl returns into itfelf. 
“ But we fpeculate fables phyfically 
“ when we (peak concerning the 
“ energies of the gods about the 
“ world ; as when confidering Saturn 
“ the fame as time, and calling the 
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“ parts of time the children of the 
“ univerfe, we affert that the children 
“ are devoured by their parent. But 
“ we employ fables in an animaftic 
“ mode, when we contemplate the 
“ energies of foul; becaufe the intel- 
“ le&ions of our fouls, though by a 
“ difcurfive energy they run into other 
“ things, yet abide in their parents. 
“ Laftly, fables are material, fuch as 
“ the Egyptians ignorantly employ, 
“ confidering and calling corporeal na- 
“ tures divinities : fuch as Ilis, earth, 
“ Ofiris, humidity, Typhon heat: 
“ or, again, denominating Saturn wa- 
“ ter, Adonis, fruits, and Bacchus, 
“ wine. And, indeed, to affert that 
“ thefe are dedicated to the gods, in- 
“ the fame manner as herbs, ftones, 
“ and animals, is the part of wife 
“ men; but to call them gods is alone 
“ the province of fools and mad men; 
“ unlefs we fpeak in the fame manner 
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as when, from eftablilhed cuftom, 
“ we call the orb of the fun and 
“ its rays the fun itfelf. But we 
“ may perceive the mixed kind of fa- 
“ bles, as well in many other particu- 
“ lars, as when they relate, that Dif- 
44 cord, at a banquet of the gods, 
“ threw a golden apple, and that a 
44 difpute about it arifing among the 
44 goddefies, they were fent by Jupi- 
ter to take the judgement of Paris, 
“ who, charmed with the beauty of 
44 Venus, gave her the apple in pre- 
“ ference to the reft. For in this fa- 
** ble the banquet denotes the fuper- 
“ mundane powers of the gods; and 
“ on this account they fubfift in con- 
“ .junction with each other: but the 
“ golden apple denotes the world, 
“ which, on account of' its compo- 
“ fition from contrary natures, is not 
“ improperly faid to be thrown by 
“ Difcord, or ftrife. But again, fince 
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“ different gifts are imparted to the 
“ world by different gods, they ap- 
* i pear to conteft with each other for 
“ the apple. And a foul living ac- 
“ cording to fenfe, (for this is Paris) 
“ not perceiving other powers in the 
** univerfe, afferts that the apple is 
“ alone the beauty of Venus. But of 
“ thefe fpecies of fables, fuch as are 
“ theological belong to philofophers'; 
“ the phyfical and animaftic to poets; 
“ but the mixt to initiatory , ites ; (tsXs- 
rme) Jince the intention of all myflic 
“ ceremonies is to conjoin us with the 
“ world and the gods." 

Thus far the excellent Salluft: from 
whence it is evident, that the fable of 
Proferpine, as belonging to the myf- 
teries, is properly of a mixed nature, 
or compofed from all the four fpecies 
of fables, the theological, phyfical, 
animaftic, and material. But in order 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



[ 9 * } 

to underftand this divine fable* it is 
requilite to know, that according to 
the arcana of the antient theology, 
the Coric order (or the order belong¬ 
ing to Proferpine) is twofold, one 
part of which is fu per-mundane, fub- 
fifting with Jupiter, or the Demiurgus, 
and together with him eftablifhing one 
artificer of divifible natures: but the 
other is mundane, in which Proferpine 
is faid to be ravifhed by Pluto, and to 
animate the extremities of the univerfe. 
44 Hence,” lays Proclus, “ according 
44 to the rumor of theologifts, who 
44 delivered to us the mod holy Eleu- 
44 finian initiations, Proferpine abides 
44 on high in thofe dwellings of her 
44 mother which fhe prepared for her 
44 in inacceffible places, exempt from 
44 the fenfible world. But fhe like- 
44 wife dwells beneath \vith Pluto, 
44 adminiftering terreftrial concerns, 
44 governing the recedes of the earth. 
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fupplying life to the extremities of 
“ the univerfe, and imparting foul to 
“ beings which are rendered by her 
** inanimate and dead,” Kau yap n 
tuv SeoXoyuv (pipy, tuv rag ayuSJuJag 
yfuv tv E Xtu<rm rtXtjx; <jrupu$eSuxoTuv t 
avu, pttv auji]v tv rotg pty]pog oixoig pitvtiv 
{pytriv, ovg ij pifjyp uvtv/ xotjecrxtva^ev tv 
aSaroig e%yiptipitvovg tov iravjog. Kara St 
pieja vXovjuvog tuv yftoiuuv tvap^tiv, Xf 
r ovg Trig yw (Mxovg t7rtlpo7rsvttv, Xj guijv 
tvoptyttv rotg t^aroig too iruvjog , x, xpv^ijg 
fitjaSiSovai Totg itap taurav aipu%otg f 
vexpoig. Procl. inTheol. Plat. p. 371 . 
Hence we may eafily perceive that 
this fable is truly of the mixed kind, 
one part of which relates ro the fuper- 
mundane eftablifhment of the fecon- 
dary caufe of life, and the other to 
the proceffion of life and foul to the 
extremity of things. Let us therefore 
more attentively confider the fable, in 
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that part of it which is fymbolical of 
the defcent of fouls; in order to which, 
it will be requifite to premife an 
abridgement of the arcane difcourfe, 
refpedling the wanderings of Ceres, as 
preferved by Minutius Felix. “ Pro- 
“ ferpine,” fays he, “ the daughter 
“ of Ceres by Jupiter, as (he was 
“ gathering tender flowers, in the new 
“ fpring, was ravifhed from her de- 
“ lightful abodes by Pluto; and being 
“ carried from thence through thick 
“ woods, and over a length of fea, 
“ was brought by Pluto into a cavern, 
“ the refidence of departed fpirits, 
“ over whom (he afterwards ruled 
“ with abfolute fway. But Ceres, 
“ upon difcovering the lofs of her 
“ daughter, with lighted torches, and 
“ begirt with a ferpent, wandered 
“ over the whole earth for the pur- 
pofe of finding her till (he came 
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to Eleufina; there (he found her 
“ daughter, and difcovered to the 
“ Eleufinians the plantation of corn.” 
Now in this fable Ceres reprefents the 
evolution of that felf-infpeCtive part 
of our nature which we properly de¬ 
nominate intellect, (or its being un¬ 
folded from its quiet and collected fub- 
fiftence in the intelligible world;) and 
Proferpine that vital, felf-moving, and 
animating part which we call foul. 
But left this analogy of unfolded in¬ 
tellect to Ceres fhould feem ridiculous 
to the reader, unacquainted with the 
Orphic theology, it is neceflary to in¬ 
form him that this goddefs, from her 
intimate union with Rhea, in con¬ 
junction with whom Ihe produced Ju¬ 
piter, is evidently of a Saturnian and 
zoogonic, or intellectual and vivific 
rank; and hence, as we are informed 
by the philofopher Salluft, among the 
mundane divinities flie is the deity of 
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the planet Saturn*. So that in con- 
fequence of this, our. intelledt in a 
defcending ftate muft aptly fymbolize 
with the divinity of Ceres; but Pluto 
fignifies the whole of a material na¬ 
ture ; fince the empire of this god, 
according to Pythagoras, commences 
downwards from the Galaxy or milky 
way. And the cavern fignifies the 
entrance, as it were, into the profun¬ 
dities of fuch a nature, which is ac- 
complifhed by the foul’s union with 
this terreftrial body. But in order to 
underftand perfectly the fecret mean¬ 
ing of the other parts of this fable, it 
will be neceffary to give a more ex¬ 
plicit detail of the particulars attend¬ 
ing the rape, from the beautiful poem 
of Claudian on this fubjeft. From 

* Hence we may perceive the reafon why Ceres as 
well as Saturn was denominated a legijlative deity; 
and why illuminations were ufed in the celebration of 
the Saturnalia/ as wety as in the Eleufmian myfteries. 
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this elegant performance, therefore, 
we learn that Ceres, who was afraid 
left fome violence Ihould be offered to 
Proferpine, on account of her inimi¬ 
table beauty, conveyed her privately 
to Sicily, and concealed her in a houfo 
built on purpofe by the Cyclops, while 
Ihe herfelf directs her courfe to the 
temple of Cybele, the mother of the 
Gods. Here, then, we lee the firft 
caule of the foul’s defcent, viz. her 
defortion of a life wholly according to 
intellect, which is occultly lignified 
by the foparation of Proferpine fron* 
Ceres. Afterwards, we are told that 
Jupiter inftruds Venus to go to this 
abode, and betray Proferpine from her 
retirement, that Pluto may be enabled 
to carry her away; and to prevent any 
ftilpicion in the virgin’s mind, he com¬ 
mands Diana and Pallas to bear her 
company. The three goddeffes ar¬ 
riving, find Proferpine at work on a 
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fcarf for her mother; in which (he 
had embroidered the primitive chaos, 
and the formation of the world. Now 
by Venus in this part of the narration 
we' muft underftand dejlre , which, 
even in the celeftial regions, (for fuch 
is the refidence of Proferpine till Ihe 
is ravifhed by Pluto) begins filently 
and fraudulently to creep into the re¬ 
cedes of the foul. By Minerva we 
muft conceive the rational power of the 
fouly and by Diana, nature , or the 
merely natural and vegetable part of 
our compofition ; both which are now 
enfnared through the allurements of 
defire. And laftly, the web in which 
Proferpine had difplayed all the fair 
variety of the material world, beauti¬ 
fully reprefents the commencement of 
the phantaftic energies through which 
the foul becomes enfnared with the 
beauty of imaginative forms.—But let 
us for a while attend to the poet’s 
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elegant defcription of her employment 
and abode: 

Devenere locum, Cereris quo tefta nitebant 
Cyclopum firmata manu. Stant ardua ferro 
Maenia; ferrati poftes: immenfaque ne&it 
Clauftra chalybs. Nullum tanto fudore Pyracmon, 
Nec Steropes, conflruxit opus: nec talibus unquam 
Spiravere notis animse: nec flu mine tanto 
Inco&um maduit lafla fomace metallum. 

Atria veftit ebur: trabibus folidatur aeni9 
Culmen, et in celfas furgunt ele&ra columnas. 

Ipfa domum tenero mulcens Proferpina cantu 
Irrita texebat rediturae munera matri. 

Hie elementorum feriem fedefque patemas 
Infignibat acu : veterem qua lege tumultum 
Difcrevit natura parens, et femina juftis 
Difceffere locis: quidquid leve fertur in altum: 

In medium graviora cadunt *. incanduit aether: 

Egit flamma polum: fluxit mare: terra pependit. 
Nec color unus ineft. Stellas accendit in auro, 
Oftro fundit aquos, attollit litora gemmis, 

Filaque mentitos jam jam caslantia fluftus 
Arte tument. Credas illidi cautibus algam, 

Et raucum bibulis inferpCre murmur arenis. 

Addit quinque plagas: mediam fubtemine rubro 
Obfeffam fervore notat: fqualebat aduftus 
Limes, et ailiduo fitiebant (lamina foie. 

Vitales utrimque duas; quas mitis oberrat 
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Temperas habitanda viris. Turn fine fupremp 
Torpentes traxit geminas, brumaque perenni 
Faedat, et aeterao contriftat frigore telas. 

Nec non et patrui pingit facraria Ditis, 

Fatalefque fibi manes. Nec defait omen. 

Prxfcia nam fubitis madoerunt fledbus ora. 

After this, Proferpine, forgetful of her 
parent’s commands, is represented ven¬ 
turing from her retreat, through the 
fraudulent perfuafions of Venus: 

Impulit Jonios praemiflo lumine flu&us 
Nondam pura dies: tremalis vibravit in undis 
Ardor, et errantes ludunt per cxrula flammaf. 
Jamque audax animi, fidaeqae oblita parentis, 
Fraude Dionsrn riguos Proferpina faltus 
(Sic Parcae volucre) petit.- 


And this with the greateft propriety: 
for oblivion neceffarily follows a re¬ 
million of intelle&ual energy* and is 
as neceffarily attended with the allure¬ 
ments of defire. Nor is her drefs lefs 
fymbolical of the foul’s acting in fuch 
a ftate, principally according to the 
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energies of imagination and nature. 
For thus her garments are beautifully 
defcribed by the poet: 

Qua* inter Ceteris proles, nunc gloria matris, 

Mox dolor, aequali tendit per gramina paffu, 

Nec membris nec honore minor; potuitque videri 
Pallas, fi clipeum, fi ferret fpicula, Pheebe, 
€elle£be teieti nodantur jafpide veftes. 

Pe&inis ingenio nunquam felicior arti 
Contigit eventus. Nullae fic confona tela* 

Fib, nec in tantum veri dnxere figutam. 

Hie Hyperionis Solem de femine nafci 
Fecerat, et pariter, fed forma difpare lunam. 
Aurorae nottifque duces. Cunabula Tethys 
Praebet, et infantes gremio folatur anhelos, 
Caeruleufque finus rofeis radiator alilmnis. 
Invalidum dextro portat Titana lacerto 
Nondum luce gravem, nec pnbefeentibus alt* 
Criftatum radii*: primo clementior aero 
Fingitur, et tenerudi vtgitu defpuit igncin. 

Laeva parte foror vitrei libamina potat 
Uberis, et parvo fignatur tempora cornu. 


In which deferiptiott the fun repre* 
fents the phantafy, and the moon na¬ 
ture, as is well known to every tyro 
in the Platonic philofophy. They are 
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likewife, with great propriety, de- 
fcribed in their infantine {late : for 
thefe energies do not arrive to perfec¬ 
tion previous to the foul’s merging into 
the dark receptacle of matter. After 
this we behold her iffuing on the plain 
with Minerva and Diana, and attended 
by a beauteous train of nymphs, who 
are evident fymbols of generation, as 
is largely proved by Prophyry 4e Antr. 
Nymph.; and are, therefore, the pro¬ 
per companions of the foul about to 
fall into its fluctuating realms. 

But the defign of Proferpine, in 
venturing from her retreat, is beauti¬ 
fully flguiflcaut of her approaching 
defcent: for {he rambles from home 
for the purpofe of gathering flowers; 
and this in a lawn replete with the 
moft enchanting variety, and exhaling 
the moll delicious odours. A manifgfl: 
image, this of the foul’s energizing 
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principally according to the natural 
life, and of her becoming effeminated 
and enfnared through the delufive at¬ 
tractions of fenfible form. Minerva, 
too, or the rational power in this cafe, 
gives herfelf wholly to the dangerous 
employment, and abandons the proper 
charadteriftics of her nature for the de¬ 
ft ruCtive revels of defire. 

All which is thus defcribed with the 
utmoft elegance by the poet: 

Forma loci fuperat flores: curvata tnmore 
Parvo planities, et mollibus edita clivis 
Creverat in collem. Vivo de pumice fontes 
Rofcida mobilibus lambebant gramina rivis. 
Silvaque torrentes ramorum frigore foies 
Temperat, et medio brumam fibi vindicat aeftn. 
Apta fretis abies, bellis accomoda comus, 

Quercus arnica Jovi, tumulos tedura cupreffus. 

Ilex plena favis, venturi proefcia laurus. 

Fluduat hie denfo crifpata cacumine buxus. 

Hie ederse ferpunt, hie pampinus induit ulmos. 
Haud procul inde lacus (Pergum dixere Sicani) 
Panditur, et nemorum frondofo margine cindus 
Vicinis pallefcit aquis: admittit in altum 
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Cernentes oculos, et late pervius humor 
Ducit inoffenfus liquido fub gurgite vifus, 

Imaque perfpicui prodit fecreta profundi. 

Hue elapfa cohors gaudent per florca rura 
Hortatur Cytherea, legant. Nunc ite, forores, 
Dum matutinis praefudat folibus aer: 

Dum meus humedlat flaventes Lucifer agros, 
Rotanti praeve&us equo. Sic fata, doloris 
Carpit figna fui. Varios turn csetera faltut 
Invaferc cohors. Credas examina fundi 
Hyblaeum raptura thymum, cum cerea reges 
Caftra movent, fagique cava demiffus ab alvo 
Mellifer elettis exercitus obllrepit herbis. 

Pratorum ipoliatur honos. Hac lilia fufeia 
Intexit violis: hanc mollis amaracus omat: 

Hxc graditur ftellata rofis; hxc alba liguftris. 

Te quoque flebilibus maerens, Hyacinthe, figuris, 
Narciflumque metunt, nunc inclita germina veris, 
Prceftantes olim pueros. Tu natus Amyclis: 
Hunc Helicon genuit. Te difei perculit error: 
Hunc fontis decepit amor. Te fronte retufa 
Deluis, hunc fra&a Cephiflus arundine luget. 
^Eftuat ante alias avido fervore legendi 
Frugifer* fpes una Deae. Nunc vimine texto 
Ridentes calathos fpoliis agreftibus implet: 

Nunc fociat flores, fefeque ignara coronat. 
Augurium fatale tori. Quin ipfa tubarum 
Armorumque potens, dextram qua fortia turbat 
Agmina; qua ftabiles portas et maenia vellit. 
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Jam levibus laxat ftadiis, haftamque repomt, 
Infolitifque docet galcam mitefcere fertis, 

Ferratus lafcivit apex, horrorque receffit 
Martius, et criftae pacato fulgure vernant* 

Nec quae Partheniam canibus fcrutatur odorern* 
Afpemata choros, libertatemque comarum 
Injefta tantum voluit frenare corona* 

But there is a circumftance relative to 
the narciflus which muft not be pafled 
over in filence, I mean its being, ac¬ 
cording to Ovid, the metamorphofis of 
a youth who fell a vidtim to the love of 
his own corporeal form; the fecret 
meaning of which mod; admirably ac¬ 
cords with the rape of Proferpine, 
which, according to Homer, in his 
hymn to Ceres, was the immediate 
confequence of her gathering this won¬ 
derful flower. For by Narciflus fall¬ 
ing in love with his ftiadow appearing 
in the limpid ftream we may behold a 
beautiful reprefentation of a foul ve¬ 
hemently gazing on the flowing con¬ 
dition of a material body, and in con- 
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with a corporeal life, which is no¬ 
thing more than the delufive image of 
the true man, or rational and immor¬ 
tal foul. Hence, by an immoderate 
attachment to this unfubftantial moc¬ 
kery and gliding femblance of the real 
foul, fuch an one becomes, at length, 
wholly changed, as far as is poffible to 
his nature, into a plantal condition of 
being, into a beautiful but tranfient 
flower, that is, into a corporeal life, 
or a life totally conlifting in the mere 
energies of nature. Proferpine, there¬ 
fore, or the foul, at the very inftant of 
her defcent into matter, is, with the 
utmoft propriety, reprefented as ea¬ 
gerly engaged in plucking this fatal 
flower ; for her energies at this period 
are entirely converfant with a life di¬ 
vided about the fluctuating condition of 
body. 
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After this, Pluto, forcing his paffage 
through the earth, feizes on Profer- 
pine, and carries her away with him, 
notwithftanding the refiftance of Mi- 
jierva and Diana, who are forbid by 
Jupiter (who in this place fignifies 
.fete) to attempt her deliverance: where 
by the refiftance of Minerva and Diana 
no more is fignified than that the lapfe 
of the foul into a material nature is 
contrary to the genuine wi£h and pro¬ 
per condition, as well of the corporeal 
life depending on her effence, as of her 
true and rational nature: well, there¬ 
fore, may the foul, in fuch a fituation, 
pathetically exclaim with Proferpine: 

O male dilefti flores, defpe&aque matris 

Confilia: O Veneris deprenfse ferius artes! 

But, according to Minutius Felix, 
Proferpine was carried by Pluto through 
thick woods, and over a length of fea, 
and brought into a cavern, the refi- 
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dence of the dead: where by woods 
a material nature is plainly implied, as 
/ we have already obferved in the firft 

part of this difcourfe; and where the 
reader may likewife obferve the agree¬ 
ment of the defcription in this parti¬ 
cular with that of Virgil in the de- 
fcent of his hero. For in the words, 

■ • ■ ■ tenent media omnia 
Cocytufque finuque labens, circumvenit atro# 

The woods are expreflly mentioned; 
and the ocean has an evident agree¬ 
ment with Cocytus, lignifying the 
flowing condition of a material nature, 
and the fbrrows attending its connec¬ 
tion with the foul. 

Pluto, then, having hurried Profer- 
pine into the infernal regions, i. e. the 
foul having funk into the profundities 
of a material nature, a defcription of 
her marriage next fucceeds, or of her 
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union with the dark tenement of 
body: 

Jam fuus inferno proceflerat Hefperus orbi 
Ducitur in thalamum virgo. Stat pronuba jaxta 
Stellantes Nox pi&a finus, tangenfque cubite 
Omina perpetuo genitalia federc fane it. 

In which Night is with great beauty 
and propriety introduced ftanding by 
the nuptial couch, and confirming the 
oblivious league. For the foul through 
her union with a material body be¬ 
comes familiar with darknefs, and fub- 
je& to the empire of night; in confe- 
quence of which fhe dwells wholly 
with delufive phantoms, and till fhe 
breaks her fetters is deprived of the 
perception of that which is real and 
true. 

In the next place, we are prefented 
with the following beautiful and pa¬ 
thetic defeription of Proferpine ap¬ 
pearing in a dream to Ceres, and be- 
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wailing her captive and miferable con¬ 
dition : 

Sed tunc ipfa, fui jam non ambagibus ullis 
Nuntia, materno facies ingefta fopori. 

Namque videbatur tenebrofo obteda receffu 
Carceris, et faevis Proferpina vin&a catenis. 

Non qualem rofeis nuper convallibus JE tnae 
Sufpexere Deae. Squalebat pulcrior auro 
Casfaries, et nox oculorum infecerat ignes. 
Exhauftufque gelu pallet rubor. Ille fuperbi 
Flammeus oris honos, et non ceflura pruinis 
Membra colorantur picei caligine regni. 

. Ergo hanc ut dubio vix tandem agnofcere vifu 
Evaluit: cujus tot paenae criminis ? inquit. 

Unde haec informis macies ? Cui tanta facultas 
In me faevitiae eft ? Rigidi cur vincula ferri 
Vix aptanda feris molles meruere lacerti ? 

Tu, mea tu proles ? An vana fallimur umbra ? 

For fuch indeed is the wretched litua- 
tion of the foul when profoundly 
merged in a corporeal nature: fo that 
Ihe not only becomes captive and fet¬ 
tered, but lofes all her original fplen- 
dour; is defiled with the impurity of 
matter; and the piercing vigour of 
her rational fight is blunted and dim’d 
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through the thick darknefs of a mate¬ 
rial night. Where, too, the reader 
may obferve how Proferpine, being 
reprefented as confined in the dark re- 
cefs of a prifon, and bound with fet¬ 
ters, confirms the explanation of the 
fable here given as fymbolical of the 
defcent of the foul; for fuch, as we 
have already largely proved, is the 
condition of the foul from its union 
with body, according to the uniform 
• teftimony of the moil antient philofo- 
phers and priefts. 

After this, the wanderings of Ceres 
for the difcovery of Proferpine com¬ 
mence ; in which Ihe is defcribed, by 
Minutius Felix, begirt with a ferpent, 
and bearing two lighted torches in her 
hands ; but by Claudian, inftead of 
being girt with a ferpent, (he com¬ 
mences her fearch by night in a car 
drawn by dragons. But the meaning 


Die by L,ooQle 



C «** 3 

of the allegory is the fame in each ; 
for both a ferpent and a dragon are 
emblems of a divifible life, fubjeft to 
tranfitions, with which, in this cafe, 
our intellectual part becomes connect¬ 
ed : lince as thefe animals put off theirs 
Ikins, and become young again, fo the 
divifible life of the foul, falling into 
generation, is rejuvenized in its fubfe- 
quent progreflion. But what emblem 
can more beautifully reprefent the evo¬ 
lutions and proceflions of an intellec¬ 
tual nature into the regions of fenfe 
than the wanderings of Ceres by the 
light of torches through the darknefs 
of night, and her continuing the pur- 
fuit till fhe proceeds into the depths of 
Hades itfelf ? For the intellectual part 
of the foul, when it verges towards 
body, enkindles, indeed, a light in its 
dark receptacle, but becomes itfelf 
fituated in obfcurity : and, as Proclus 
foniewhere; divinely obferves, themor- 
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tal nature by this means participates of 
intellect, but the intellectual part be¬ 
comes obnoxious to death. The tears 
and lamentations too, of Ceres, in her 
courfe, are fymbolical both of the 
providential energies of intellect about 
a mortal nature, and the miferies with 
which fuch energies are (with refpeCt 
to partial fouls like ours) attended. 
Nor is it without reafon that Jacchus, 
or Bacchus, is celebrated by Orpheus 
as the companion of her iearch: for 
Bacchus is the evident fymbol of the 
partial energies of intellect, and its 
diftribution into the obfcure and la¬ 
mentable dominions of fenfe. 

But our explanation will receive ad¬ 
ditional ftrength, from confidering 
that thefe facred rites occupied the 
fpace of nine days in their celebration; 
and this, doubtlefs, becaufe, according 
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to Homer in his hymn to Ceres, this 
goddefs did not difcover the refidence 
of her daughter till the expiration of 
that period. For the foul, *in falling 
from her original and divine abode in 
the heavens, paffes through eight 

fpheres, viz. the inerratic fphere, and 
the feven planets, affuming a different 
body, and employing different energies 
in each; and becomes connected with 
the fublunary world and a terrene 

. body, as the ninth, and moil abjeft 
gradation of her defcent. Hence the 
firfl day of initiation into thefe myftic 
rites wa6 called uyvppcov, i. e. according 
to Hefychius, et vm to otyu- 

popsvov, an ajfembly , and every thing col¬ 
lecting together : and this with the 

greatefl propriety; for, according to 
Pythagoras, the people of dreatns are 
fouls collected together in the Galaxy. 

Ariptos 2s ovstpaw xdfct Uudayopm ax tpv%ou, 
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Mf rwetytv&tu <p>j<nv tie 'Jov yuXm^iav *. 
And from this part of the heavens 
fouls firft begin to defcend. After 
this, the foul falls from the tropic of 
Cancer into the planet Saturn ; and to 
this the fecond day of initiation was 
confecrated, which they called AXaSt 
ftveau, becaufe, fays Meurfius, on that 
day the cryerwas accuftomed to ad- 
monlfh the myftics to betake them- 
ielves to the fea. Now the meaning 
of this will be eafily underftood, by 
confidering that, according to the ar¬ 
cana of the antient theology, as may 
be learned from Proclus +, the whole 
planetary fyftem is under the dominion 
of Neptune; and this too is confirmed 
by Martianus Capella, who defcribes 
the feveral planets as fo many ft reams. 
Hence when the foul falls into the 

* Porphyr. d e Antro. Nymphanmu p. t6j. 

+ Theol. Flat. Lib. 6. 
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planet Saturn, which Capella compares 
to a river voluminous, fluggifh, and 
cold, fhe then fir ft merges herfelf into 
flu&uating matter, though purer than 
that of a fublunary nature, and of 
which water is an antient and fignifi- 
cant fymbol. Befides the fea is an 
emblem of-purity, as is evident from 
the Orphic hymn to Ocean, in which 
that deity is called §euv uyvurpci peyifov, 
i. e. greatejl purifier of the gods: and 
Saturn, as we have already obferved, 
is pure intellect. And what ft ill more 
confirms this obfervation is, that Py¬ 
thagoras, as we are informed by Por¬ 
phyry, in his life of that philofopher, 
fymbolically called the fea a tear of 
Saturn. But the eighth day of initia¬ 
tion, which is fymbolical of the foul’s 
falling into the lunar orb, was cele¬ 
brated by the myftics with repeated 
initiation and fecond facred rites ; be- 
caufe the foul in this fituation is about 


Digitized by L,ooQle 



[ "7 3 

to bid adieii to every thing of a celef- 
tial nature; to fink into a perfect ob¬ 
livion of her divine origin and priftine 
felicity ; and to rufh profoundly into 
the region of difiimilitude, ignorance, 
and error. And laftly, on the ninth 
day, when the foul falls into the fub- 
lunary world and becomes united with 
a terreftrial body, a libation was per¬ 
formed, fuch as is ufual in facred rites. 
Here the myftics, filling two earthen 
veflels of broad and fpacious bottoms, 
which were called vk^fioxpeu and xotv- 
Xktxoi, the former of thefe words de¬ 
noting veflels of a conical fhape, and 
the latter fmall bowls or cups facred 
to Bacchus, they placed one towards 
the eaft, and the other towards the 
weft. And the firft of thefe was 
doubtlefs, according to the interpreta¬ 
tion of Proclus, facred to the earth, 
and fymbolical of the foul’s proceed¬ 
ing from an orbicular figure, or divine 
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form, into a conical defluxion and ter¬ 
rene fituation; but the other was fa- 
cred to the foul, and fymbolical of its 
celeftial origin; flnce our intellect is 
the legitimate progeny of Bacchus. 
And this too was occultly flgnified by 
the pofition of the earthen veflels; for, 
according to a mundane deftribution 
of the divinities, the eaftern center of 
the univerfe, which is analogous to 
fire, belongs to Jupiter, who like wife 
governs the inerratic *fphere; and the 
wcftem to Pluto, who governs the 
earth, becaufe the weft is allied to 
earth on account of its dark and noc¬ 
turnal nature*. 

Again, according to Clemens Alex- 
andrinus, the following confeflion was 
made by the new myftic in thefe fa- 
cred rites, in anfwer to the interroga- 

* Vide Procl. in Plat. Tfaeol. lib. 6, cap. io. 
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(ions of the Hierophant: “ I have 
failed ; but I have drank a mifcel- 
“ laneous potion; and having done 
“ this, I have taken out of the Cilia, 
**• and placed what I have takep out 
** into the Calathus: and alternately 
*♦ I have taken out of the Calathus 
( * and put into the Cilia,” Kff# to 
rv&nifut Elturmw ftusupwmtirt- 
or too Kwswvft' $\kGw ik Kiffnu yyw*- 
pmt tpe KakccSoo 

on **r*!v. But as this pertains to a eir- 
cumftance attending the wanderings 
of Ceres, which formed the moft myf- 
tic part of the ceremonies, it is ne- 
ceflary to adduce the following arcane 
narration, fummarily collected from 
the writings of Arnobius: “ The god- 
“ dels Ceres, when fearching through 
“ the earth for her daughter, in the 
“ courfe of her wanderings arrived at 
“ the boundaries of Eleufis, in the 
** Attic region, a place which was 
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“ then inhabited by a people called 
“ A VTox^uves, or defcended from the 
** eart h, whole names were as follow: 

Baubo and Triptolemus; Dyfaules, 
“ a goat herd; Eubulus, a keeper of 
fwine; and Eumolpus, a Ihepherd, 
“ fr om whom the race of the Eumol- 
pidi defcended, and the illuftrious 
“ name of Cecropidae was derived; 
“ and who afterwards flourilhed as 
* * bearers of the caduceus, hierophants, 
“ aiJ d cryers belonging to the facred 
rites. Baubo, therefore, who was 
** the female fex, received Ceres* 
“ wearied with complicated evils, as 
“ her gueft, and endeavoured to footh 
f * her forrows by obfequious and flat- 
“ tering attendance. For this pur- 
“ P°fe fhe entreated her to pay atten- 
“ tion to the refrelhment of her body, 
and placed before her a miscellaneous 
“ potion to afluage the vehemence of 
“ her thirft. But the forrowful god- 
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“ defs was avetfe from her folicita- 
“ tions, and reje&ed the friendly offi- 
“ cioufnefs of the hofpitable dame. 
“ The matron, however, who was 
“ not eafily repuhed, dill continued 
“ her entreaties, which were as obfti- 
“ nately refilled by Ceres, who per- 
“ fevered in her refufal with unlhaken 
“ conftancy and invincible rigour. 
“ But when Baubo had thus often 
“ exerted her endeavours to appeafe 
“ the lorrows of Ceres, bdt without 
“ any effect, fhe, at length, changed 
“ her arts, and determined to try if 
“ (he could not exhilarate, by prodi- 
“ gies, a mind which (he was not able 
“ to allure by ferious attempts. For 
** this purpofe (he freed from conceal- 
“ ment that part of her body through 
“ which the female fex produces chil- 
“ dren, and derives the appellation of 
“ woman. This (he caufed to aflume 
“ a purer appearance, and a fmooth- 
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“ nefs fuch as Is found in the private 
“ parts of a dripling child. She then 
“ returns to the affli&ed goddefs, and, 
“ in the midft of thofe attempts which 
“ are ufually employed to alleviate dif- 
“ trefs, (he uncovers herfelf, and ex* 
“ hibits her fecret parts; upon which 
“ the goddefs fixed her eyes, and was 
“ delighted with the novel method of 
“ mitigating the anguifh of forrow; 
“ and afterwards, becoming cheerful 
“ through laughter, (he afluages the 
ardour of her third with the mif- 
“ cellaneous potion which (he had 
“ before defpifed.” Thu6 far Arno- 
bius; and the fame narration is epito- 
mifed by Clemens Alexandrinus, who 
is very indignant at the indecency, as 
he conceives, in the dory, and in its 
compofing the arcana of the Elenfi- 
nian rites. Indeed as the fimple father, 
with the ufual ignorance of a Chridian 
pried, confide red the fable literally, 
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and as defigned to promote indecency 
and luft, we cannot wonder at his ill- 
timed and malevolent abufe. But the 
fa£t is, this narration belonged to the 
civoppjlcty or arcane difcourfes, on ac¬ 
count of its myftical meaning, and to 
prevent it from becoming the object of 
ignorant declamation, licentious per- 
verfion, and impious contempt: for 
the purity and excellence of thefc in- 
ftitutions is perpetually acknowledged 
even by Dr. Warburton himfelf, who, 
in this inftance, has difperfed, for a 
moment, the mifts of delufion necef- 
farily produced by a religion full of 
■ barbarous impiety, wild fanaticifm, 
and intolerant zeal. Betides, as Jam- 
blichus beautifully obferves, (de Myf- 
teriis), “ exhibitions of this kind in 
“ the myfteries were defigned to free 
** us from licentious pafiions, by gra- 
“ tifying the fight, aiid at the fame 
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u time vanquifhing defire, through 
“ the awful fanCtity with which thefe 
“ rites were accompanied: for,” fays 
he, “ the proper way of freeing our- 
“ felves from the paffions is, firft, to 
“ indulge them with moderation, by 
“ which means they become fatif- 
fied; liften, as it were, to perfua- 
“ fion, and may thus be entirely re- 
•** moved.” This doftrine is indeed 
fo rational, that it can never be ob¬ 
jected to by any but quacks in philo- 
fophy and religion. For as he is no¬ 
thing more than a quack in medicine 
who endeavours to remove a latent 
bodily difeafe before he has called it 
forth externally, and by this means 
diminiflied its fury; fo he is nothing 
more than a pretender in philofophy 
who attempts to remove the paffions 
by violence, inftead of moderate com¬ 
pliance and gentle perfuafion. 
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But, to return from this digreflion, 
the following appears to be the fecret 
meaning of this myftic difcourfe : — 
The matron Baubo may be confidered 
as a fymbol of that paffive, effemi¬ 
nate, and corporeal life through which 
the foul becomes united with this ter¬ 
rene body, and through which being 
at firft enfnared, it defcended, and, as 
it were, was born into the realms of 
generation, paffing, by this means, 
from mature perfection, fplendouf, 
and reality, into infancy, darknefs, 
and error. Ceres, therefore, or the 
intellectual part of the foul, in the 
courfe of her wanderings, that is, of 
her evolutions and proceffions into 
matter, is at length captivated with 
the arts of Baubo, or a corporeal life, 
and forgets her forrows, that is, im¬ 
bibes oblivion of her wretched ftate in 
the mingled potion which fhe pre- 
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pares : the mifcellaneous liquor being 
an obvious fymbol of fuch a life, mix¬ 
ed and impure, and, on this account, 
obnoxious to corruption and death ; 
fmce every thing pure and unmixed is 
incorruptible and divine. And here it 
is ncceffary to caution the reader from 
imagining, that becaufe, according to 
the fable, the wanderings of Ceres 
commence after the rape of Profer- 
pine, hence intellect defcends pofterior 
to the foul, and in a feparate manner: 
for nothing more is meant by this cir- 
cumftance than that intellect, from the 
fuperior excellence of its nature, has 
a caufal, though not a temporal, prio¬ 
rity to loul; and that on this account 
a defe&ion and revolt commences in¬ 
deed from loul, and afterwards takes 
place in intellect, yet not (o as that 
the former defcends without the infe- 
parable attendance of the latter. 
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From this explanation, then, of the 
fable, we may eafily perceive the 
meaning of the my flic confeffion, I 
have fajied , hut I have drank a mifcel- 
laneous potion , &c. for by the former 
part of the aflertion, no more is meant 
than that intelledl, previous to its im* 
bibing oblivion, through the fraudu¬ 
lent arts of a corporeal life, abftains 
from all material concerns, and does 
not mingle itfelf (as far as its nature 
is capable of fuch abafement) with 
even the neceflary delights of the body. - 
And as to the latter part, it doubtlefs 
alludes to the defcent of Proferpine to 
Jdades, and her re-afcent to the abodes 
of her mother Ceres: that is, to the 
circulations of foul, and her alter¬ 
nately falling into generation, and af- 
cending from thence into the intelli¬ 
gible world, and becoming perfectly 
converted to her divine and intelledtual 
part. For the Cijla contained the moft 
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arcane fymbols of the myfteries, into 
which it was unlawful for the profane 
to look: and whatever were its con¬ 
tents, we learn from the hymn of 
Callimachus to Ceres, that they were 
formed from gold, which, from its in¬ 
corruptibility, is an evident fymbol of an 
immaterial nature. And as to the Ca- 
lathus, this, as we are told by Clau- 
dian, was filled with fpoliis agrefiibus y 
the /polls or fruits of the field, which 
are manifeft fymbols of a life corporeal 
and terrene. So that the myftic, by 
confefting that he had taken from the 
Cifta, and placed what he had taken 
into the Calathus, and the contrary, oc¬ 
cultly acknowledged the defcent of his 
foul from a condition of being wholly 
immaterial and immortal, into one 
material and mortal; and that, on the 
contrary, by living according to the 
purity which the myfteries inculcated, 
he fhould re-afcend to that perfection 
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of his nature, from which he had un¬ 
happily fallen. 

It only now remains that we con- 
fider the laft part of this fabulous nar¬ 
ration, or arcane difcourfe, in which 
it is laid, that after the goddefs Ceres, 
on arriving at Eleulina, had difcovered 
her daughter, (he inftru&ed the Eleu- 
linians in the plantation of corn: or, 
according to Claudian, the fearch of 
Ceres for her daughter, through the 
goddefs difcovering the art of tillage 
as fhe went, proved the occafion of a 
univerfal benefit to mankind. Now 
the fecret meaning of this will be ob¬ 
vious, by conlidering that the defcent 
of intellect into the realms of genera¬ 
tion, becomes, indeed, the greateft be¬ 
nefit and ornament which a material 
nature is capable of receiving: for 
without the participation of intellect 
in the loweft regions of matter, no- 
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thing hut 'irrational foul and a brutal 
life would fublift in its dark and fluc¬ 
tuating abode. As the art of tillage, 
therefore, and particularly the planta¬ 
tion of corn, becomes the greateft pof- 
fible benefit to our feufible life, no 
fymbol can more aptly •reprefent the 
unparalleled advantages arifing from 
the evolution and proceflion of in tel- 
left into a corporeal life, than the. good 
refulting from agriculture and corn: 
for whatever of horrid and diimal can 
be conceived in night, fuppofing it to 
be .perpetually deftitute of the friendly 
illuminations of the moon and fears, 
fuch, and infinitely more -dreadful, 
would be the condition of an earthly 
nature, if deprived of the beneficent 
irradiations and fuper veiling-ornament s 
of an intellectual life. 

And thus much for an explanation 
of the -Eleuiinian myfeeries, : or the 
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ihiftory of Ceres and Proferpine; in 
which it muft be remembered, that as 
this fahle, according to the excellent 
obfervation of Salluft already adduced, 
is of ,the mixed kind, though the de¬ 
scent of the foul was doubtlefs princi¬ 
pally alluded to by thefo facred rites, 
yet they likewife occultly fignified, 
agreeable to the nature of the fable, 
rthe proceflion of .divinity intothefub- 
dunary world. >But when owe view the 
-fable in this -.part of its meaning, we 
iiuuft be .careful not to confound .the 
nature of a partial intellect like.ours 
with.oneuniverlal and divine; :foras 
.every thing :fubfifting about .the gods 
is deified, intelteft in the ihigheft.de- 
gree, and next tto this, foul, hence 
wanderings and raviftvments, lamen¬ 
tations .and tears, can here only.lignify 
the participations .and providential 
energies of thefe about inferior na¬ 
tures.; .and this in ifnch .a manner as 
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not to derogate from the dignity, or 
impair the perfe&ion, of the divine 
participated effence. I only add, that 
the preceding expofition will enable us 
to perceive the meaning and beauty 
of the following reprel'entation of the 
rape of Proferpine, from the Heliacan 
tables of Hieronymus Aleander, as 
delivered by Kircher in his Obelifcus 
Pamphilius, p. 227. For here, firft 
of all, we behold Ceres in a car 
drawn by two dragons, and after¬ 
wards, Diana and Minerva, with an 
inverted calathus at th^ir feet, and 
pointing out to Ceres, Proferpine, who 
is hurried away by Pluto in his car, 
and is in the attitude of one ftruggling 
to be free. In the next place, Hercu¬ 
les is reprefented with his club, in the 
attitude of one oppofing the violence 
of Pluto: and laft of all, Jupiter is 
reprefented extending his hand, as if . 
willing to affift Proferpine in efcaping 
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from the embraces of Pluto. I lhall 
therefore conclude this le&ion with 
the following remarkable paflage from 
Plutarch, which will not only con¬ 
firm, but be itfelf corroborated by the 
preceding expofition. O n putt ow ij vet- 
Xcttct <pv<rtoXoytet, x) vap EXXijirt k, B etpGeepots, 
Xoyes yv (pvtrtxos eyxeitetXvfipttvos ptvBets, ret 
voXXet it ettviyptetjuv uvovotuv tvixpvtpeSt 
ftvftiptuiys GtoXoytet. Tet'Jt XctXovptm 
ruv rtyuptma t tretfptftpet rot; voXXot; t%ovJet. 
Kott ret myupteva tuv XetXovfievuv vvovjo- 
'jspa. AyXov *gv, pergit, tv Jots Opftxotc 
ivto-i, 'lots AiyuTrJtaxots Qpvytots Xo- 
yois. MetXts'et it ot vtpt lots TtXelcts opyt - 
etvptet, xj let ipufitvet trvfiGoXtitus ev 'Jetts 
ttfnspytetiS, Tijv tuv vetXettuv tfitpcttvtt itet- 
votetv*. i. e. “ That the antient phy- 
“ fiology, therefore, as well of the 
“ Greeks as the Barbarians, was no- 
“ thing elfe than a phyfical difcourfe 

* Vide Plutarch apud Eufcb. 
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“ involved in fables, concealing many 
“ things through aenigmas and con- 
“ je£fcures, and among the reft a myf- 
“ tic theology, in which the things 
“ fpoken were clearer to the multi- 
“• tude than thofe delivered in filence, 
“ and the things delivered in filence 
“ were more fubjedl to conjecture that* 
“ what was fpoken, is manifeft from 
“ the Orphic tierfes, arid the Egyptian 
“ and Phrygian- dhcourfes; But the 
“ orgies of initiations, and thejfmbolicS 
“ operations of facred rites efyeciaHy, 
“ exhibit the conceptions of the antients ' y 
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SECTION II. 

ON THE MYS,TER,IES OF BACCHUS. 

The Dionyfiacal facred rites infti- 
tuted by Orpheus, depended on the 
following arcane narration, part of 
which has been already ralated in the 
preceding fe&ion, and the reft may be 
found in a variety of authors. 4 ‘ Dio- 
44 nyfius, or Bacchus, while he was 
44 yet a boy, was engaged by the Ti- 
“ tans, through the ftratagerns of 
“ Juno, in a variety of fporfs, with 
44 which that period of life is fo evhe- 
“ mently allured; and among the reft, 
44 he was particularly captivated with 
44 beholding bis image in a mirror; 
44 during his admiration of which, he 
44 yvas miferably torji hi pieces by the 
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** Titans; who, not content with this 
“ cruelty, firft boiled his members in 
** water, and afterwards roafled them 
“ by the fire. But while they were 
“ tailing his flefh thus drefled, Jupi- 
“ ter, excited by the fleam, and per- 
“ ceiving the cruelty of the deed, 
** hurled his thunder at the Titans; 
** but committed his members to 
Apollo, the brother of Bacchus, 
“ that they might be properly in- 
* ‘ terred. A nd this being performed, 
** Dionyfius, (whole heart during his 
“ laceration was fnatched away by 
f* Pallas and prelerved,) by a new 
“ regeneration, again emerged, and 
“ being rellored to his prifline life 
“ and integrity, he afterwards filled 
“ up the number of the gods. But 
“ in the mean time, from the exha- 
“ lations formed from the afhes of 
** the burning bodies of the Titans, 
“ mankind were produced.” Now, in 
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order to understand properly the fecret 
meaning of this narration, it is necef- 
faiy to repeat the obfervation already 
made in the preceding fe£tion, “ that 
f* all fables belonging to myStic cere- 
** monies are of the mixed kind :** 
and confequently the prefect fable, as 
well as that of Proferpine, mult in one 
part have reference to the gods, and in 
the other to the human foul, as the 
following exposition will abundantly 
evince : 

In the SirSt place, then, by Diony- 
lius, or Bacchus, according to the 
higheft establishment of this deity, we 
muSt understand the intellect of the 
mundane foul; for there arc various 
proceSIions of this god, or Bacchufes, 
derived from his eSience. But by the 
Titans we muSt understand the mun* 
dane gods, of whom Bacchus is the 
fummit: by Jupiter, the Demiurgus, 
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or artificertif the raaiverfeby Apollo, 
the deity of the Sum, who has both a 
mundane and fu per-mundane edablifh- 
memt, and, by whom the univerfe is 
bound in fynnmetiy and confent, 
through fpiendid read) ns and harmo¬ 
nizing power: and, ladly, by Minerva 
we mud. underhand that fontal, intel* 
k£tual, imperatorial, and providential 
deity, who guards, and preferves all 
middle lives in an immutable condi¬ 
tion, through intelligence and a felf* 
energizing life, and by this means fuf- 
taiixs them from the depredations of 
matter. Again, by the puerile date 
of Bacchus at the period of his lacera¬ 
tion, the fiouriftiing condition of art 
intellectual nature is implied; finCe, 
according to the Orphic theology, fouls, 
while under the government of Saturn, 
who is pure intellect, indead of pro¬ 
ceeding, as now, from youth to age, 
advance in a retrograde progreflion 
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from ager to youth. The arts cm* 

ployed by the Titans, in order to err- 
fnafe Dionyfius, are fymbolical of 
thofe apparent and diviffble energies of 
the mundane gods, through which the 
participated intellect of Bacchus be¬ 
comes, as it were, torn in pieces I 
an d by the mirror we mu ft underftand, 
in the langauge of Proclus, the inap¬ 
titude of-the univerfe to receive the 

plenitude of intellectual perfection; 

but the fymbolical meaning of his la¬ 
ceration, through the ftrafagems of 
Juno, and the cOnfequent punifhmexif 
of the Titans, is thus beautifully un¬ 
folded by Qtyrnpiodorus, in his MS. 
Commentary on the Phsfedo of Plato; 
“ The fbrm, w fays he, “ of that 
“ which is univdrfal is pluckt off*, torn 
“ in pieces, and featteted info gehe- 
“ ration; attd Dionyfius is the mohad 
l< of the Titans. But his laceration 
“ is'faid to take place through the 
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44 ftratagems of Juno, becaufe this 
44 goddefs is the infpe&ive guardian 
44 of motion and progreflion ; and on 
44 this account, in the Iliad, {he per- 
44 petually roufes and excites Jupiter 
44 to providential energies about fe- 
44 condary concerns: and, in another 
44 refpeft, Dionyfius is the infpe&ive 
44 guardian of generation, becaufe he 
44 prefides over life and death ; for he 
“ is the guardian of life becaufe of 
44 generation, but of death becaufe 
44 wine produces an enthufiaftic ener- 
44 gy: and we become more enthu- 
44 fiaftic at the period of diffolution, 
44 as Proclus evinces agreeable to Ho- 
44 mer; for he became prophetic at 
44 the time of his death. They like- 
44 wife affert, that tragedy and co- 
44 medy are referred to Dionyfius: 
44 comedy, indeed, becaufe this is the 
44 play or joke of life ; but tragedy on 
44 account of the pajjions and death , 


Digitized by L,ooQle 



[ HI ] 

“ which it reprefents. Comedians, 
“ therefore, do not properly denomi- 
“ nate tragedians, as if they were not 
“ Dionyfiacal; afferting, at the fame 
“ time, that nothing tragical belongs 
“ to Dionyfius. But Jupiter hurled 
** his thunder at the Titans; the 
“ thunder fignifying a converfion on 
“ high: for fire naturally afcends; 
“ and hence Jupiter, by this means, 
“ converts the Titans to himfelf.”— 
Zrrxgxrjtjxi St 'Jo xxSoXou tiSog tv 'Jri ytvt- 
<rti, fiovxg St TtTuvuv o Siovvcog. ■ ■ kbit 
miGovXijv ft rye v)gxg Sion xivyirtug ttpogog 
vj &tog X) or goo Sou. A to X) avvtx^S tv 'Jr) 
iXixci t%xvigvi<riv xvjrj, rtf Sityooti 'Jov Six tig 
vgovotxv ruv hvrtguv. K xi ytvttrtag xXXag 
i Qogog tgiv o Siovurog, Sioti rtf luigg rtf 'jtXttt- 
njg. Zui)g fjttv yag eQogog, trrtiSr) k, 'Jug 
ytvtcrtug, TtXtuJijg St Sioji tvSovcrixv o oivog 
vow. K xi 'Trtgt ']r)v TtXtujv)V St tv^ouonxgi- 
xujtgot yivofJtt^x, ug SrjXoi o trug Ofii)gu 
•jrgoxXog, fAxvJtxog ytyovug rregi 'Jrjv TtXtu]r,v’ 
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5cJ T»;V 7 /HXyto&MVy K) T7jP KOfltoSlCtV (tVSl/T^Al 

Speun y Siopucu. T«jv [*.ev KOj^taHt-mv ircei- 

syviov flWTrCtV 'jov &IQP' Tyv Js Tfaj^ii)diS!y JifO - 

T<K 7T«9-^,, 7*! v T8X*Bri;>f.. SUt KftX&i 

pi xtofiKoi 'joig IftctyiKoig eyxuhovtnv, tag fxrr 
Hiovwnawig ou<uv, Xeyovjes on ttSkv 'l&vjcc 
5 rp«f 7 0v Hiovvitqv. Kegcwoi. He -tovtqi ? *o 
'jou ksqou/vou HyXouvjos 'jvjv evnsfotp *»• 
ar uf>yctf> eiri “]a aw Kivovpevpt., Emffetpei 
outi ctujous TTjof euvrov. r But by themero- 
hers of Dionyfins being firfi bpiled in 
water by the Titans, and afterwards 
•coafted hy the fire, .the proceffipn or 
jdiftribution o.f intellect .into matter, 
and its fubfequ.ent .converfion from 
thence, is evidently implied: for war 
ter was conlidered by the Egyptians,, 
as we have already obferved, as the 
iymbol of matter ; and .fire is the .na¬ 
tural fymbol of afcent. The heart of 
Xfionyfius too, is, with the greateft 
propriety, faid to be preferved by Mi¬ 
nerva; for this goddefs. is the guardian 
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of life, pf which the heart is a lym- 
bol. So -that this part of the fable 
plainly lignifies, that while intellectual 
life is diftributed into the univerfe, its 
principle is preferved entire by the 
guardian power and providence of un¬ 
polluted intelligence. And as Apollo 
is the lource of all union and har¬ 
mony, and as he is called by ProcLus, 
in his elegant, hymn to. the Sun, “ thp 
“ key-keeperoftthe fountain ofilife,” 
the reafon is obvious why the mem¬ 
bers of ^Dionyfius, which were Juried 
by this deity, by a new generation 
again emerged, and were reltored to 
their priftine integrity and-life. But 
let it here be carefully obferved, that 
renovation, when applied to the gods, 
is to be confidered as fecretly implying 
the riling of their proper light, ;and 
its confequent appearance to lubordi- 
nate natures. And that punifhment, 
when confidered as taking .place-about 
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beingS more excellent than mankind, 
fignifies nothing more than a fecon* 
dary providence of fuch beings which 
is of a punching charaCteriftic, and 
which fubfifts about apoftatizing fouls. 
Hence, then, from what has been 
faid, we may eafily colled the ulti¬ 
mate defign of the firft part of this 
myftic fable; for it appears to be no 
pther than to reprefent the manner in 
which the form of the mundane in¬ 
tellect is diftributed into the univerfe; 
—that fuch an intellect (and every one 
which is total) remains entire during 
its participations, and that the partici¬ 
pations themfelves are continually con¬ 
verted to their fource, with which 
they become finally united. So that 
intellectual illumination, while it pro¬ 
ceeds into the dark and rebounding 
receptacle of matter, and invefts its 
obfcurity with the fupervening orna¬ 
ments of deific light, returns at the 
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fame time without intermiffion to the 
principle of its defcent. 

Let us now confider the latter part of 
the fable, in which it is faid that our 
fouls were formed from the vapours 
produced by the alhes of the burning 
bodies of the Titans; at the fame 
time conne&ing it with the former 
part of the fable, which is alfo appli¬ 
cable in a certain degree to the con¬ 
dition of a partial intellect like ours. 
In the firft place, then, we are com- 
pofed from fragments , (fays Olympi- 
odorus,) becaufe, through falling into 
generation, our life has proceeded into 
the moft diftant and extreme divifion ; 
but from 'Titannic fragments , becaufe 
the Titans are the ultimate artificers 
of things, and the moft proximate to 
their fabrications. But farther, our 
irrational life is Titannic, under which 
the rational life is torn in pieces. And 
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hence, when we difperfe the Diony- 
iius, or intellect contained in the fe- 
cret receffes of our nature, breaking 
in pieces the kindred and divine form 
of our effence, and which communi- 
cates., as. it were, both with things 
fubor din ate and fupreme, then we be* 
come Titans; hut wheu we eftablifti 
purfelves in union with this Diony- 
fiscal or kindred form, theu we be* 
come Bacchufes, or perfedt guardians 
of our irrational life: for Dionyfius, 
whom in this refpedl we refemble, is 
himfelf a guardian deity, diffolving at 
his pleafure the bonds by which the 
foul is united to the body, fince he is 
the caufe of a partial life. But it is 
neceflary that the paffive nature of 
our irrational part, through which we 
are bound in body, and which is no¬ 
thing more than the refounding echo, 
as it were, of foul, Ihould fuffer the 
punifliment incurred by defcent; for 
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when the foul calls afide the pecu¬ 
liarity of her nature, fhe requires a 
certain proper, but at the fame time 
multiform body, that fhe may again 
become indigent of a common form, 
which fhe has loft through Titannic 
difperfion into matter. 

But in order to fee the perfedt and 
beautiful refemblance between the 
manner in which our fouls defcend 
and the participation of intellect by 
mundane natures, let the reader attend 
to the following admirable citation from 
the MS. Commentary of Olympiodo- 
rus on the Phaedo of Plato: — “ In 
“ order,” fays he, to the foul’s de- 

fcent, it is neceflary that fhe fhould 
“ firft eftablifh an animating image of 
“ herfelf in the body; and in the fe- 
“ cond place, that fhe fhould fympa- 
“ thize with the image, according to 
“ a fimilitude of form : for eveiy 
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“ form pafles into a famenefs with 
“ itfelf, through naturally verging to 
“ itfelf. In the third place, being 
“ (ituated in a divifible nature, it is 
“ neceffary that (he (hould be lacera- 
“ ted and fcattered together with fuch 
“ a nature, and that (he (hould fall 
“ into an ultimate diftribution, till, 
“ through the energies of a cathartic 
“ life, (he raifes herfelf from the ex- 
“ treme difperfion, and loofens the 
“ bond of (ympathy through which 
“ (he is united with body; and till, 
“ at the fame time, energizing with- 
** out the image, (he becomes efta- 
“ blifhed according to her primary 
- “ life. And we may behold a relem- 
“ blance of all this in the fable re- 
t( (pedting Bacchus, the exemplar of 
“ our intelleft. For it is faid that 
“ Dionylius, eftablifliing his image in 
“ a mirror, purfued it, and thus be- 
“ came diftributed iiito the univerfe. 
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“ But Apollo excited and elevated 
u Bacchus; this god being a cathartic 
“ deity, and the true faviour of Dio- 
“ nyfius; and on this account he is 
u celebrated as Dionyfites.” On Set 
irpcojov w?rogvjrxi bikovx ttjv i^vxtjv bxvtov bv 
7 ca (TcofActTi. Touto yxp eft \pu%M<rc6t to 
trcoptx . A evTSpov Se <rvpL'7rx§Biv f }ta BiSeaXea, 
xocjx^Tjv ojjlobiSbixv . TIxv yxp BtSog B7retye~ 
]xi Big ttjv nrpog bxvto txmtoty\x Six ttjv 

irpog BCLVTO (TVVBVTIV BpLtpVTOV. T plTOV BV^X 

pee pt O’peep yBvopLBvrjv (rvvSixenrxT^Tjvxi xvTea 9 

}£j Big TOV B^XTOV BK7TB(TBlV flBpi(TfJLOV. Ecog 

xv Six TTjg xxSxpTtTjKrjg ZxTjg ervvxyeipBi pcsv 
BXVTtJU X 7 F 0 lov (nt0p7Tl<rpt0Vy \V(TT] Sb *]ov Sb(T - 
peov TTjg <rvpt,7rx§Bixg 9 7 rpo£xX\eJxi Sb ttjv 
aVBV 7 OV BlSxXoV, KX& BXVTTJV Bg’XTXV 7TpCa- 
TQVgyOV £eOTJV. O Tl TX OpCOIX piV^BVBTXl, 

tv Tea 7 rxpxSBiypLXTi . O yxp Siovv(rog 9 on 
to BtSeaXov bvbStjkb ']ea B(T0Tt\px TOVTta bQbct- 
TTBTO. K XI OVTCdg Big TO 7 TXV BfJLBpi<T§TJ. O 

Sb XTroWtav eruvxyBtpet tb xvtov xvxysi , 
x«9 xpnKog xv §eog 9 xj tou Siovverov ercoTyjp 
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to? uXrfiue . K«< J/a rowro SiowtroTys avvfz- 
veiTKi. Hence, as the fame author 
beautifully obferves, the foul revolves 
according to a myftic and mundane 
circulation: for flying from an indi- 
vilible and Dionyfiacal life, and ener¬ 
gizing according to a Titannic and re¬ 
volting energy, fhe becomes bound in 
body as in a prifon. Hence, too, fhe 
abides in punifhment and takes care 
of her partial concerns; and being pu¬ 
rified from Titannic defilements, and 
collected into one, fhe becomes a Bac¬ 
chus ; that is, fhe pafles into the pro¬ 
per integrity of her nature according 
to the Dionyfius who abides on high. 
From all which it evidently follows, 
that he who lives Dionyfiacally refts 
from labours and is freed from his 
bonds; that he leaves his prifon, or 
rather his apoftatizing life; and that 
he who does this is a cathartic philo- 
lopher. But farther, from this account 
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of Dionylius, we may perceive the 
truth'of Plato’s obfervation, “ that 
“ the delign of the myfteries is to 
“ lead us back to the perfection from 
* l which, as a principle, we firft made 
“ our defoent.” For in this perfec¬ 
tion Dionylius himfelf fublilts, elta- 
blilhing perfeCt fouls in the throne of 
his proper father; that is, in the 
whole of a life according to Jupiter. 
So that he who is perfeCt neceflarily 
refides with the gods, according to 
the delign of thofe deities, who are 
the fources of confummate perfection 
to the foul. And laftly, the Thyrfus 
itfolf, which was ufed in the Bacchic 
proceflion, as it was a reed full of 
knots, is an apt fymbol of the diftri- 
bution of an intellectual nature into 
the fenlible world. And agreeable to 
this, Olympiodorus on the Phaedo ob- 
ferves, “ that the Thyrfus is a fymbol 
“ of material and partial fabrication 
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“ from its diffipated continuity; and 
“ that on this account it is a Titannic 
“ plant. This it was cuftomary to 
“ extend before Bacchus inftead of 
“ his paternal fceptre; and through 
** this they called him down into a 
“ partial nature. And, indeed, the 
“ Titans are Thyrfus - bearers; and 
“ Prometheus concealed fire in a 
“ Thyrfus or reed; whether he is con- 
“ fidered as deducing celeftial light 
“ into generation; or producing foul 
“ into body ; or calling forth divine 
“ illumination (the whole of which 
“ is without generation) into genera- 
“ tion. Hence Socrates calls the mul- 
“ titude Orphically Thyrfus-bearers, 
“ becaufe they live acccording to a 
“ Titannic life.” Or/ o vap^ o-vpGo- 
Xov tgi 7’Jf evvXov Sypuovpyias, ^ pitpig^y 
$ia tijv ptuXifu Sum up utvipi cwsy^eiuv, 
o^e v x) TiTuvtKov to Qvtov. K ou yap Tip 
hovvirip irpoTeivovnv uvtu , avjt rov iroZjpiKou 
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fntvi'Trjpov. K ou TctVTy TrpoxocXovvjoci ocvtov 
B ig tov ftspixov. K oci piBVTOi, v&pSijico- 
(popowiv oi TiTCtvBg, ytf o TTpof^rj^Bug^ sv votp~ 
SvjKi xXB7rji to 7rvp 9 bi\b to ovpotviov (pcog Big 
tvju yBVBTiv xcc)cc<r7r6ov 9 biJb lyv i pu%fjv Big 7 o 
trupee *jrpoocytov 9 bits Tyv 9 biocv BXXctptyiv 
oXrjv uyBvvfjTov ovrotVy Big tvjv yBVBcriv 7Tpo - 
xotXovfJLBvog . A ice Jk tovto, ty o (rcoKpocjvjg 
*joug 7roXXovg kocXbi mp^rjxorfopovg Op(pixcog 9 
cog £uvjocg ]ijocvixcog . 

And thus much for the fecret mean¬ 
ing of the fable, which formed a prin¬ 
cipal part of thefe myftic rites. Let 
us now proceed to confider the iignifi- 
cation of the fymbols, which, accord¬ 
ing to Clemens Alexandrinus, belong¬ 
ed to the Bacchic ceremonies; and 
which are comprehended in the fol¬ 
lowing Orphic verfes: 

Kaw;, Kf gopCofr Kj ireciytia Ketpviffiyvict 

79 fflvo'tct xaAx Trap* tamp^w Xiyvfmw* 
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That is, 

A wheel, a pine-nut, and the wanton plays. 

Which move and bend the limbs in various ways: 
With thefe th’ Hefperian golden-fruit combine. 
Which beauteous nymphs defend of voice divine. 

To all which Clemens adds ea-oTrjpov, a 
mirror , voKog, a jleece of wool, and 
ug-payotXog, the ankle-bone. In the firft 
place, then, with refpett to the wheel, 
fince Dionyfius, as we have already 
explained, is the mundane intellect, 
and intellect is of a reduftorial, or con- 
vertive nature, nothing can be a more 
apt fymbol of intelle&ual energy than 
a wheel or fphere : befides, as the la¬ 
ceration of Dionyfius fignifies the pro- 
cefiion of intellectual illumination into 
matter, and its converfion at the fame 
time to its fource, this too will be 
aptly fymbolized by a wheel. In the 
fecond place, a pine-nut, from its co¬ 
nical lhape, is a perfpicuous lymbol of 
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the manner in which intelle&ual illu¬ 
mination proceeds from its principle 
into a material nature. “ For the 
“ foul,” fays Macrobius*, “ pro- 
“ ceeding from a round figure, which 
“ is the only divine form, is produced 
“ into a cone by its defluxion.” And 
the fame is true fymbolically of intel- 
ledt. And as to the wanton fports 
which bend the limbs, this evidently 
alludes to the Titannic arts, by which 
Dionyfius was allured, and occultly 
fignifies the energies of the mundane 
intellect, confidered as fubfifting ac¬ 
cording to an apparent and divifible 
condition. But the Hefperian golden- 
apples, fignify the pure and incorrup¬ 
tible nature of that intellect, or Dio¬ 
nyfius, which is participated by the 
world; for a golden apple, according 
to the philolopher Sallufl, is a lymbol 

* In lorn. Scip. cap. 12. 
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of the world; and this doubtlefs, 
both on account of its external figure, 
and the incorruptible intellect which 
it contains, and with the illuminations 
of which it is externally adorned; 
fmee gold, on account of its never 
being fubjedb to ruft, aptly denotes an 
incorruptible and immaterial nature. 
The mirror, which is the next fym- 
bol, we have already explained. And 
as to the fleece of wool, this is a fym-. 
bol of the laceration, or diftribution of 
intellect, or Dionyfius, into matter; 
for the verb trirapdlTu, dilanio , which 
is ufed in the relation of the Bacchic 
difeerption, fignifies to tear in pieces 
like wool: and hence Ifidorus derives 
the Latin word lana, woe/, from lani- 
ando, as vellus a vellendo. Nor muft 
it pafs unobferved, that Xvjvog, in Greek, 
fignifies wool, and fyvog, a wine-prefs. 
And, indeed, the preffing of grapes is 
as evident a fymbol of difperfion as 
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the tearing of wool; and this circum- 
ftance was doubtlefs one principal rea- 
fon why grapes were confecrated to 
Bacchus: for a grape, previous to its 
preffure, aptly reprefents that which is 
collected into one; and when it is 
prefl'ed into juice, it no lefs aptly re¬ 
prefents the diffulion of that which 
was before collected and entire. And 
laftly, the agpotyaXo?, or ankle-bone, as 
it is principally fubfervient to the pro¬ 
gressive motion of animals,'fo it be¬ 
longs, with great propriety, to the 
myftic Symbols of Bacchus; fince it 
doubtlefs fignifies the progressions of 
that deity into the regions of nature : 
for nature, or that divifible life which 
fubfifts about body, and which is pro¬ 
ductive of feeds, immediately depends 
on Bacchus. And hence we are in¬ 
formed by Proclus, in Tim. p. 184, 
that the genital parts of this god are 
denominated by theologifts, Diana , 
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who, fays he, prefides over the whole 
of the generation in nature, leads forth 
into light all natural reafons, and ex¬ 
tends a prolific power from on high 
even to the fubterranean realms. And 
hence we may perceive the reafou 
why, in the Orphic hymn to Nature, 
that goddefs is defcribed as, “ turning 
“ round Jilent traces with the ankle- 
“ bones of her feet.” 

A^ofov arfayocXow vo$w tCKiaatt t/r«. 

And it is highly worthy our obferva- 
tion that in this verfe of the hymn. 
Nature is celebrated as Fortune, ac-. 
cording to that defcription of the god¬ 
defs in which fhe is reprefented as 
{landing with her feet on a wheel, 
which fhe continually turns round with 
a progreffive motion; as the following 
verfe from the fame hymn abundantly 
confirms: 

Auav ffopahiyyi $oor gvpa IknvQVcrcL* 
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The fenfe of which is, “ moving 
*« with rapid motion on an eternal 
“ wheel.” Nor ought it to feem won- 
“ derful that Nature Ihould be cele- 
** brated as Fortune; for Fortune in 
“ the Orphic hymn to that deity is 
“ invoked as Diana: and the moon, 
“ as we have obferved in the prece- 
“ ding feftion, is the a.uT07rjov uyaXfix 
** (pvcrtus, the felf-confpicuous image of 
“ Nature ; and indeed the apparent 
“ inconftancy of Fortune, has an 
“ evident agreement with the fluftu- 
“ ating condition in w'hich the do- 
** minions of nature are perpetually 
“ involved.” 

It only now remains that we ex¬ 
plain the fecret meaning of the facred 
drefs with which the initiated in the 
Dionyfiacal myfteries were inverted, 
in order to the 6povitrpos taking place ; 
or fitting in a folemn manner on a 
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throne, about which it was cuftomary 
for the other myftics to dance. But 
the particulars of this habit are thus 
defcribed in the Orphic vcrfes preferv- 
ed by Macrobius in the firft book of 
his Saturnalia, cap. 18. 

Tctvlcc yg TToctloc tsXeiv it pet, o-xyvy irv%ct(Ta.S\a,> 

Tvpot Btn wXa tIup tpiuvyovq ythtoio. 

npvTa, (jttp agyvlpteuf ivabiyxtor eutltptovtv 

Ileirtor (powtxepov (lege (poipixtop ) m/pfixibop a/xiptCa^io-Sau 

Avrap vitt^Bt vi fyoio vrarcctotov tvpv xaBct^at 

Aeppa Trohvrixlop Bypog xetlet h£top uyLuv, 

Arpuv $<x^a,'Ktu d /xi/xijx* itpov tb irohoto. 

E *tcc vitt^Be vefyys xfvrtov farypcc GahtaBou 

II a^avouplx wip»| rsppvp (popeup pity* aypxac 
EvBv; or* sx vrepctTuv y«n (pouBup avofoveup 
Xpvffticus etx%<rt fZotXy poop oxsapoio, 

Avyy arvtlos y, atot & fyosu UfAtpipjuYtifoi 
M appaify hpynp tXiatropjLtpy xotlot xvxXop, 

II poaBs B gov* fytpy $ up vito fgprup ctfxtTpyTUP 
Qxmt ctp uxtatov xvxh®*} fJLtyoc Bccv[& sie^strSau 

That is. 

He who defires in pomp of facred drefs 
The fun's refplendant body to exprefs. 

Should firft a veil aflume of purple bright. 

Like fair white beams combin’d with fiery light: 
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On hii right fhoulder, next, a mule’s broad hide. 
Widely dfverfify'd with (potted pride 
Should hang, an image of the pole divine. 

And daedal ftars, whofe orbs eternal Aline. 

A golden fplendid zone, then, o'er the veft 
He next fhould throw, and bind it round his bread; 

In mighty token, how with golden light. 

The riiing fun, from earth's lad bounds and night 
Sudden emerges, and, with matchkfs force. 

Darts though old Ocean's billows in his courfe. 

A boundlefs fplendor hence, enfhrin'd in dew. 

Flays on his whirlpools, glorious to the view; 

While his circumfluent waters fpread abroad. 

Full in the prefence of the radiant god: 

But Ocean's circle, like a zone of light. 

The fun’s wide bofom girds, and charms the wond'ring 
fight. 

In the firft place, then, let us con- 
fider why this myftic drefs belonging 
to Bacchus is to reprelent the fun. 
Now the reafon of this will be evident 
from the following obfervations: ac¬ 
cording to the Orphic theology, the 
intellect of every planet is denomina¬ 
ted a Bacchus, who is characterized in 
each by a different appellation; fo that 
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the in tel left of the folar deity is called 
Trietericus Bacchus. And in the fe- 
cond place, fince the divinity of the 
fun, according to the arcana of the 
antient theology, has a fuper-mundane 
as well as mundane eftablifhment, and 
is wholly of a reduftorial or intellec¬ 
tual nature; hence confidered as fuper- 
mundane, he muft both produce and 
contain the mundane intelleft, or Dio- 
nyfius, in his eflence; for all the 
mundane are contained in the fuper- 
mundane deities, by whom alfo they 
are produced. Hence Proclus, in his 
elegant hymn to the fun, fays, 

St xKvlov v pm overt Awn /owwo tqkwk. 

That is, “ they celebrate thee in 
“ hymns as the illuftrious parent of 
“ Dionylius.” And thirdly, it is 
through the fubfiftence of Dionylius 
in the fun that that luminary derives 
its circular progreflion, as is evident 
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from the following Orphic verfe, in 
which, fpeaking of the fun, it is faid 
of him, that 


-Af OWCT& y J f 

Qvnxcc hvtiTcu xocr ecmtfva paxpop ohvpTrof. 

“ he is called Dionyfius, becaufe he 
“ is carried with a circular motion 
“ through the immenfely-extended 
“ heavens.” And this with the great- 
eft propriety, fince intellect, as we have 
already obferved, is entirely of a con- 
vertive and redu&orial nature: fo that 
from all this, it is fufficiently evident 
why the drefs of Dionyfius is repre- 
fented as belonging to the fun. In the 
fecond place, the veil, refembling a 
mixture of fiery light, is an obvious 
image of the folar fire. And as to the 
Ipotted mule-fldn, which is to repre- 
fent the ftarry heavens, this is nothing 
more than an image of the moon ; 
this luminary, according to Proclus 
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on Heliod, refembling the mixed na¬ 
ture of a mule; “ becoming dark 
“ through her participation of earth, 
** and deriving her proper light from 
“ the fun.” Tijff fiev e%ov<ra to ckoti- 
£s<r§ui, yj\m <5e to ouceiov ei\i]%evou (pug. 
Tocvtii fJLti) ovv oixeiujau ir^oq avTijv ij Vjfiio- 
voq. in Hef. p. 174. So that the fpot- 
ted hyde of the mule fignifies the 
moon attended with a multitude of 
liars: and hence, in the Orphic hymn 
to the moon, that deity is celebrated 
“ as Ihining furrounded with beauti* 
“ ful ftars 

• - —XftXoK Ctf-pom {ipfovva. 

and is likewife called u^ot^Vt or queeH 
of the Jlars. 

In the next place, the golden zone 
is the circle of the Ocean, as the laft 
verfes plainly evince. But, you will 
alk, what has the riling of the fun. 


Digitized by 


Google 



[ *65 ] 

through the ocean, from the bounda¬ 
ries of earth and night, to do with 
the adventures of Bacchus ? I anfwer, 
that it is impoflible to devife a fymbol 
more beautifully accommodated to the 
purpofe : for, in the firft place, is not 
the ocean a proper emblem of a mate¬ 
rial nature, whirling and ftormy, and 
perpetually rolling without admitting 
any periods of repofe ? And is not the 
fun emerging from its boifterous deeps 
a perfpicuous fymbol of an intellectual * 
nature, apparently rifing from the 
dark and fluctuating receptacle of mat¬ 
ter, and conferring form and beauty 
on the fenfible univerfe through its 
light ? I fay apparently rifing, for 
though intellect always diffufes its 
fplendor with invariable energy, yet it 
is not always perceived by the fubjeCts 
of its illuminations; befides, as fenfi¬ 
ble natures can only receive partially 
and fucceflively the benefits of divine 
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irradiation; hence fables regarding this 
temporal participation transfer, for the 
purpole of concealment and in con¬ 
formity to the phenomena, the im- 
perfedtion of fubordinate natures to 
fuch as are fupreme. This deicrip- 
tion, therefore, of the riling l'un, is a 
moft beautiful fymbol of the renova¬ 
tion of Bacchus, which, as we have 
already obferved, implies nothing more 
than the riling of intellectual light, 
and its confequent appearance to fub¬ 
ordinate forms. 

And thus much for the mylieries of 
Bacchus, which, as well as thole of 
Ceres, relate in one part to the dcicent 
of a partial intellect into matter, and 
its condition while united with the 
dark tenement of body: but there ap¬ 
pears to be this difference between the 
two, that in the fable of Ceres and 
Proferpine, the defeent of the whole 
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rational foul is confide red; and in that 
of Bacchus, the diftribution and pro- 
ceflion of that fupreme part alone of 
our nature which we properly charac¬ 
terize by the appellation of intellect. 
In the compofition of each we may 
difcern the fame traces of exalted wif- 
dom and recondite theology; of a the¬ 
ology the moft venerable of all others 
for its antiquity, and the moft admi¬ 
rable for its excellence and reality: in 
each we may eafily perceive the igno¬ 
rance and malevolence of Chriftian 
priefts, from the moft early fathers to 
the moft modem retailers of hypocrify 
and cant; and in each every intelli¬ 
gent reader muft be alternately excited 
to grief and indignation, to pity and 
contempt, at the barbarous mythologi¬ 
cal fyftems of the moderns: for in 
thefe we meet with nothing but folly 
and delufion ; opinions founded either 
on fanaticifm or atheifm, inconceiva- 
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bly abfurd and inextricably obfcure, 
ridiculoufly vain and monftroufly de¬ 
formed, ftupidly dull and contempti¬ 
bly zealous, Apoftolically delirious, or 
hiftorically dry; and, in one word, 
fuch only as arrogance and ignorance 
Could conceive, impiety propagate, and 
the vapid Ipirit of the moderns be in¬ 
duced to admit. 

I fliall therefore conclude this trea- 
tife by prefenting the reader with a 
valuable and moft elegant hymn of 
Proclus * to Minerva, which I have 
difcovered in the Britilh Mufeum; 
and the exiftence of which appears to 
have been hitherto utterly unknown. 
This hymn is to be found among the 

* That the following hymn was compofed by Pro¬ 
clus, cannot be doubted by any one who is conver- 
fant with thofe already extant of this incomparable 
man, fince the fpirit and manner in both is perfectly 
the feme. 
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Harleian MSS., in a volume Contain¬ 
ing feveral of the Orphic hymns, with 
which, through the ignorance of the 
tranfcriber, it is indifcriminately rank¬ 
ed, as well as the other four hymns of 
Proclus, already printed in the Biblio¬ 
theca Graeca of Fabricius. Unfortu¬ 
nately too, it is tranfcribcd in a cha¬ 
racter fo obfcure, and with fuch great 
inaccuracy, that, notwithftanding the 
pains I have taken to reftore the text 
to its original purity, I have been 
obliged to omit two lines, and part of 
a third, as beyond my abilities to read 
or amend; however, the greateft, and 
doubtlefs the molt important part, is 
fortunately intelligible, which I now 
prefent to the reader’s infpeCtion, ac¬ 
companied with fome corrections, and 
an English paraphraled tranflation. 
1 he original is highly elegant and pi¬ 
ous, and contains one mythological 
particular, which is no where elle to 
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.be found. It has likewife an evident 
connection with the preceding fable of 
Bacchus, as will be obvious from the 
perufal; and on this account princi¬ 
pally. it was inferted in the prefeut 
difcourfe. 
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E ig A 0 HNAN. 

KAT0I /xit> «(y*o^ow 7*xo?’ y ytttlypof 
IIqy»js fKTrpoSopoya-a, x^ »Kfolalyg airo ernpaq. 
Af&ttoSv/xt* ptpeurir.' fxiyx<rSsnt;* oGptfMirahjf*, 
KsxXt/St* ^»^>vcro y v^lvov tvtypoH volmx Svpv 
H troQtys «yila«7a<ra 0£oj-t;(o*a$ + jrpAfwoc* 

Ka« x^onvv bocfAxaaffa, 0ia>pta^a <pu?ux ytytttlm. 
H xpochw taci(o'<roM ct[Avri\tv rov J aratxlof 
AtSepog if yvctX<ncri pcep^of4.tpov irole Q&xxpv 
Tiravuv vxo sropi* & i wajpi (ptpovo-u 

OPfct nog @QVXycrn air etppylouri r oxqo$, 

Ex <7£/x*Xr$ mpt xocrpcox ca/yGycm bopvcr&of* 

Hj 7TfXix»5 § Oqpuw ra^vtuf 9rpo0«Xt/pti'a xetpyya 
Xlocv^CKovg ixcflyg ira^iuv yvvcri ys>fS?W 
H xp*To$ ctptov tytpo-i Qporav ap»T»ut* 

H Giolof KoaiAyfraq oAo» 7roAv*^*<7t 
AypuovgyiKyv ospyv || ■4 /y % fiW<7t /3«XXot/<r** 

H *xporo\»*6 * * * * 

TvpGo’Aot «KfoIfl3q5 fCiy«Xqf <T*o wol«* cr*»pqs* 

H %$or* C«l»ar>*ipa ptXqo'** fA^.tpccg j&£**/». 
OvfOfjuz cc<rv Suxoug i^tiy aio xj <pptvcc{ taSfatg* 

# Lege oGpipovctlpri* 

+ Lege 0*o0’*£*»«f, 

J Lege ctfxvri bvlov, 

§ Lege w’sXixu^, 

|| Lege Ogftt}*. 
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KAvfh fuv d uyt or ***rp**lot)r* Tfoo-VTrow* 

Aos ft fMi e^Cioir opjxov efruofUM rt*fp» yc a*r« 

Ao$ Qetoi etyvov tun tvitfvv trio ft,vSuu m 

K«( cotpn* 0 *j ipaU # /x«ro$ tfivnvcov ipuh^ 
To<ro-olwr, xj 7o»or, ot/or %§09W9 etvo xotarw 
A&pv * vpoq oXVfXVOt 15 q$s« walfos tJlO t 
X*og Ik apTrXccxi-nfM + xaxn €»o!oio iapaQu 
2Ao$t (jufoiXpG ot/Xc* ffaopGpolt 9 (JW&iAtacriM J 
Piyc^auouf 7rou»ai<ri> tXvp x} avpjnu ysttcrau, 
Keiutvov tv $a7n$QW9, oltltof tv%o(juxi mat* 
KixtoSt xixXi;$** x} /xot pcnAtc^cr ova? wo^* 

« 

+ Lege aptfirXaiwpta, 

+ Lege «pt* ta<7r)U 
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To MINERVA. 

DAUGHTER of aegis-bearing Jove, divine. 
Propitious to thy vot'ries prayer incline; 

From thy great father’s fount fupremely bright. 

Like fire refounding, leaping into light. 
Shield-bearing goddefs, hear, to whom belong 
A manly mind, and power to tame the ftrong! 

Oh, fprung from matchlefs might, with joyful mind 
Accept this hymn; benevolent and kind! 

The holy gates of wifdom, by thy hand 
Are wide unfolded; and the daring band 
Of earth-born giants, that in impious fight 
Strove with thy fire, were vanquifhed by thy might. 
Once by thy care, as facred poets fing, , 

The heart of Bacchus, fwiftly-daughter’d king. 

Was fav’d in aether, when, with fury fir’d. 

The Titans fell againft his life confpir’d; 

And with relentlefs rage and third for gore. 

Their hands his members into fragments tore : 

But ever watchful of thy father’s will. 

Thy pow'r preferv’d him from fucceeding ill. 

Till from the fecret counfels of his fire. 

And bom from Semele through heav’nly fire. 

Great Dionyfius to the world at length 
Again appear’d with renovated flrength. 

Once, too, thy warlike axe, with matchlefs fway. 
Lopp’d from their favage necks the heads away 
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Of furious beafts, and thus the pefts deftroy'd 
Which long all-feeing Hecate annoy'd. 

By thee benevolent great Juno's might 
Was rous’d, to fumifti mortals with delight. 

And thro' life’s wide and various range, 'tis thine 
Each part to beautify with arts divine: 
Invigorated hence by thee, we find 
A demiurgic impulfe in the mind. 

Towers proudly rais'd, and for protedHon ftrong. 
To thee dread guardian deity belong. 

As proper fymbols of th' exalted height 
Thy feries claims amidft the courts of light. 
Lands are belov'd by thee, to learning prone. 
And Athens, O Athena, is thy own! 

Great goddefs, hear! and on my dark'ned mind 
Pour thy pure light in meafure unconfin’d;— 
That facred light, O all-protecting queen. 

Which beams eternal ftom thy face ferene. 

My foul, while wand'ring on the earth, infpire 
With thy own bleffed and impulfive fire : 

And from thy fables, myftic and divine. 

Give all her powers with holy light to fhine. 

Give love, give wifdom, and a power to love, 
Inceffant tending to the realms above; 

Such as unoonfcious of bafe earth’s controul 
Gently attracts the vice fubduing foul: 

From night's dark region aids her to retire. 

And once more gain the palace of her fire. 

O all-propitious to my prayer incline! 

Nor .let thofe horrid punifhments be mine 
Which guilty fouls in Tartarus confine. 
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With fetters faft'ned to its brazen floors. 

And lock'd by hell's tremendous iron doors. 

Hear me, and fave (for power is all thine own) 

A foul defirous to be thine alone # . 

It is very remarkable in this hymn, 
that the exploits of Minerva relative 
to her cutting off the heads of wild 
bead with an axe, &c., is mentioned 
by no writer whatever; nor can I 
find the lead trace of a circumdance 
either in the hidory of Minerva or 
Hecate to which it alludes. And from 
hence, I think, we may reafonably 
conclude that it belonged to the arcane 
Orphic narrations concerning thefe 
goddefles, which were confequently 
but rarely mentioned, and this but by 

# If I (hould ever be able to publifli a fecond edi- f 
<ion of my tranflation of the hymns of Orpheus, I 
lhall add to it a tranflation of all thofe hymns of Pro- 
clus, which are fortunately extant; but which are no¬ 
thing more than the wreck of a great multitude which 
he compofed. 
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a few, whole works, which might 
afford us fome clearer information, 
are unfortunately loft. 
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APPENDIX. 

Since my writing the above Differ- 
tation, I have met with a curious 
Greek MS. of Pfellus, on Damons^ 
according to the opinion of the Greeks: 
rov 4 /fXXou rtva wept Soufiovuv $o%a£ov<nv 
EXA iivsq\ in the courfe of which he de- 
feribes the machinery of the Eleu- 
linian myfteries as follows : — A Jls ye 
fivgyipioc rovreov, otov avnxa ra eXe verma, 
rov fivStxov V 7 roxpmrat hoe, fityvvftevov rv 
tivioiy $ tyi Syftyjepi, xat rvf Qvyarepet rav- 
ryg epep(re(par]rj rvi xat xopy. E7 tsi^vj he 
epceXXov xat ufppohenoi stti rrj [tvycrei ytveer- 
Sat ervpL^Xoxat, avuhuerat nag rj a(ppohtrij 
U7ro rtvm TreTrXarpLevuv pLTjheeau nveXaytog. 
E trot he yapLijXtog enrt rv xoprj vptevatog , K at 
envahovertv 01 reXovftevot, ex rvpt, 7 ravou e(pa- 
yov 9 ex xvfjiGaXo)v eirtov^ extpvoepopvjcra (lege 
exepvoepopijra ) viro rov iragov eterehvv* Ttto- 
xpiverat he xat tag hrjovg eahtvag. Ixervjptas 
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yovv uvtikoo Sijovg. K ou %oXif\q 'Toeriq^ kou 
KXQ$ict\yicu. E (p oiq kou TpooyoerKBXBq pupy- 
pcoe, TroeScuvopoBvov irepi Toiq Mvpooiq* on ttb g 
o fog liKooq ct7T0Ttvvvg Tyg &iotg rv\ SyptyjBpt 
rspuyov (lege rpuyov') o^yBiq ooTroTipoeav, 
Tea KoXirea TocvTrjg koitbSbto, eaerm^ $vj kou 
BOOVTOV. Em TTOHTW ou TOV SlOVXHTOV nfJLOU) 
kou y KVfiq, kou roc f 7 roXvopL(potXoo tvottolvol^ 
kou oi Tea eroc&ufyeo TBXovpLBi/oi, KXySovBq ts 
kou pupooeXcovBg, xou Tig ijxcav XsCyg Oserorpea- 
TBioq kou $ca$covouov xocXkbiov, kou KopvCooq 
ocXXog kou Koupijg BTBpoq , imipoovtav pupoypui- 
too. E<p * oiq y SccSeoToug (lege y Qcou&e* 

TOVg ) j uypovq OOVOUTVpOpLBVy, KOU o yvvouxog 
KTBiq , oiJTea yoo(> ovopcoc^ouen Tyv ouSea ou- 
cxuvopoem. K ou ouTeag bv cuer-xjpea Tyv tbXb- 
Tyv KotTooXvoufnv. i. e* “The myfteries 
“ of thefe daemons,” (for Pfellus be¬ 
ing a Chriftian, confidered the gods of 
the antients as nothing more than evil 
daemons,) “ fuch as the Eleufinian 
16 myfteries, confifted in reprefenting 
“ the fabulous narration of Jupiter 
“ mingling with Ceres and her daugh- 
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u ter Proferpine. But as venereal 
“ connexions take place along with 
“ the initiation*, a marine Venus is 
** reprefented riling from certain fic- 
“ titious genital parts: afterwards the 
“ celebrated marriage of Proferpine 
“ (with Pluto) takes place; and thofe 
“ who are initiated ling, I have eat 
M out of the drum, I have drank out 
** of the cymbal, I have borne the 
“ myftic cup, I have entered into the 
“ bed. But the pregnant throws like- 
“ wife of Ceres are reprefented: 
“ hence the Applications of Ceres 
“ are exhibited; her drinking of bile, 
“ and the pains of her heart. After 
“ this, an image with the thighs of 
“ a goat makes its appearance, and 
“ which at the fame time fuffers ve- 
“ hemently about the tefticles: be- 
“ caufe Jupiter, in order to expiate 
** the crime of the violence which he 
“ offered to Ceres, is reprefented as 

# /• e. a reprefcntation of them. 
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“ cutting off the tefticles of a goat, 
“ and placing them on the bofom of 
“ Ceres, as likewife on his own bo- 
“ fom. But after all this, the ho* 
“ nours of Bacchus fucceed; the 
“ Cifta, and the cakes with many 
“ boffes, like thofe of a Ihield. Like- 
“ wife the myfteries of Sabazius, di- 
“ vinations, and the priefteffes of Bac- 
“ chus; a certain found of the Thef- 
“ protiankettle; theDodonaeanbrafs; 
“ another Corybas, and another Pro*. 
“ ferpine, who are refemblances of 
“ Daemons, After thefe fucceed the 
“ uncovering the thighs of Baubo, 

and a woman’s comb; for thus, 
“ through fhame, they denominate 
“ the privities of a woman. And 
“ thus, in the indecent, they finilh 
“ the initiation.” 

From this curious paflage, it appears 
that the Eleufinian myfteries compre¬ 
hended thole of almoft all the gods; 
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and this account will not only throw 
light on the delation of the myfteries 
given by Clemens Alexandrinus, but 
likewife be elucidated by it in feveral 
particulars. I would willingly unfold 
to the reader the myftic meaning of 
the whole of this machinery, but this 
cannot be accomplilhed by any one, 
without at leaft the pofleffion of all 
the Platonic manufcripts which are 
extant. This acquifition, which I 
Ihould infinitely prize above the wealth 
of the Indies, will, I hope, fpeedily 
and fortunately be mine, and then I 
lhall be no lefs anxious to communi¬ 
cate this arcane information, than the 
liberal reader will be to receive it. I 
lhall only therefore obferve, that the 
mutual communication of energies 
among the gods was called by antient 
theologifts upoi y*pas> a facred mar¬ 
riage', concerning which Proclus, in 
the fecond book of his MS. Commen¬ 
tary on the Parmenides, admirably re- 
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marks as follows: tuvtyiv is tijv koivco- 
viocvy ttotb fjLBv bv Toiq CDsor/pig opcotri §eoig 
(oi 9 BOXoyOl) KCCl KCCXOUO’I yUfJLOV IJpOCg XOCl 
iiog, ovpocvov xoci yijg, xpovou xou psocg' ttotb 
is TCOV KOLTulsBSBpm TTpog TOC XpBlTjkt, XOCl 
xocXovn yocpcov iiog xoa S ypcijTpocg • ttotb is 
XOCl BfJCTTuXlV TCOV KpSlTjcoVCdV 7 TpOg TOC VCpSlpiS* 
vot, xoci Xsyovcn hog xoci xopvjg yocpcov . 

EtTBI$ 1} TCOV &BCOV CCXXoCl pLBV BlCTiV OCl TTpOq TOC 
rvfoi%cc icoivcovioci, ocXXoci is cu TTpog toc nrpo 
CCUTCOV • ' ocXXoci is OCl TTpog TOC fJCBTOC TOCVTCC . 
K oci Sbi tviv exocg-ijs iSiOTrjToc KctTccvoew xxi 
fitrciyuv onto tuv deuv eirt too EiS?; tiju rot-. 
ecvTijv Stoc7rXox.yjv. i. e. “ Theologifts at 
“ one time confidered this communion 
“ of the gods in divinities co-ordinate 
“ with each other; and then they 
“ called it the marriage of Jupiter 
** and Juno, of Heaven and Earth, 
“ of Saturn and Rhea: but at another 
“ time, they confidered it as fubfifi:- 
“ ing between fubordinate and fupe- 
“ rior divinities; and then they called 
“ it, the marriage of Jupiter and Ce- 
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“ res: but at another time, on the 
“ contrary, they beheld it as fublift- 
“ ing between fuperior and fubordi- 
“ nate divinities; and then they called 
“ it the marriage of Jupiter and Pro- 
“ ferpine. For in the gods there-is 
“ one kind of communion between 
“ fuch as are of a co-ordinate nature; 
“ another between the fubordinate 
** and fupreme; and another again 
“ between the fupreme and fubordi- 
“ nate. And it is neceffary to under- 
“ ftand the idiom of each, and to 
transfer a conjunction of this kind 
“ from the gods to the communion 
“ of ideas with each other.” And in 
lib i. in Tim. p. 16, he obferves : xxi 
to Tyv ctvryv (fupple $tav) trepotg ij to* 
avrov §eov 7r\tio<n (rv£euyvv<r$ai } \cc£oi$ av 
ex tuv fivgixuv Xoyuv, xat tuv tv ccmpptj- 
roig Xtyopttvuv ttpwv yaptuv. i. e. “ And 
“ that the fame goddefs is conjoined 
“ with other gods, or the fame god, 
“ with many goddefles, may be col- 
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“ lefted from the myjlic dijcourfes , and 
“ thofe marriages which are called in 
“ the myjteries Sacred Marriages .”— 

Thus far the divine Proclus; from the 
firft of which paflages the reader may 
perceive how adultery and rapes, as 
reprefented in the machinery of the 
myfteries, are to be underftood when 
applied to the gods; and that they 
mean nothing more than a commuru- i 
cation of divine energies, -either be- 
tween a fuperior and fubordinate, or 
fubordinate and fuperior, divinity. I 
only add, that the apparent indecency > 
of thefe exhibitions was, as 1 have ' 
already obferved, exclufive of its myf- 
tic meaning, defigned as a remedy for 
the paffions of the foul: and hence 
myftic ceremonies were very properly 
called cHtEa, medicines , by the obfcure 
and noble Heraclitus *. 

* Vid. Jamblich. de Myfteriis, p. 22. 

THE END. 
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